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RISK 



NOT BELIEVING IN THE POTENTIAL FOR 
SUCCESS IS THE GREATEST FAILURE 


M assive props to the folks 
at Victory and Polaris 
who green-lighted Project 
156. It was huge in scope, 
ridiculous in time line, and fraught 
with consequei 
Yet whenVictory marketing folks Kyle 
Clack and Kevin Reilly walked into my 
office last December and asked if we’d 
like to go racing with a prototype V-twin 
engine, the Pikes Peak International Hill 
Climb was the natural choice. “And I’ve 


got the right guy in the next office...” 

referring, of course, to Don Canet, who’d 
finished third overall last year in his 
rookie attempt on a Ducati Multistrada. 

And away we went. 

I can’t think of any other manufac- 
turer who would undertake a project 
like this. But after Indian’s time in the 
sun since the big relaunch, Victory is 
now shifting gears to “prove American 
performance.” Which is why you see a 
Gunner in NHRA Pro Stock dragracing 
and also why Victory attacked Isle of 
Man with the ex-Brammo electric TT 
bike. And got third in the hands of Irish 
real-roads racer Lee Johnston. 

But neither of those is quite like 
Project 156, which features a scratch- 
built Roland Sands Design frame and a 
prototype engine, and was not an exist- 
ing bike that had been raced for years. 

But, while any racing is a big risk for a 
manufacturer, the real risk and true con- 
sequence falls on the rider, who is alone 
on that mountain. 

From the first time Don lapped me 
at Circuit de Catalunya in Spain in 1997 
I’ve had mad respect for his riding abil- 
ity. But watching him prep for and race 
Pikes has built it to a new dimension. 
Others agree. 

I asked Pikes Peak veterans Paul and 
Becca Livingston, who kept the team 
effort together and made pit space and 
overall operations happen so smoothly, 
what they had observed working with 
Canet for two straight years. My favorite 
anecdote: “We’d look over and see Don 
kind of close his eyes,” Paul said. “And 


his hands and feet would start moving 
with all the motions of riding. He kept 
doing this, so we timed it. It turned out 
to be 10 minutes, about the same time as 
a run up the mountain.” 

That’s the kind of focus and precision 
Don’s always shown during the last 20 
years I’ve been riding, essentially, a foot 
away from the guy. 

I rode up Pikes Saturday before the 
race and was shocked at how sketchy the 
surface is and how light-headed the drop- 


offs make you feel at just 40 mph and on 

the correct side of the white paint line. 

Which was why on race day when I 
heard over the radio, “Canet is down! 
Rider down!” it was so chilling. 

It was a huge relief to hear that Don 
was quickly back in the saddle and rip- 
ping off a good section time despite his 
22-mph tip-over. It made it even more 
crushing to hear the bike later quit just 
2 miles from the finish. 

The ups and downs were wonderful 
and bitter in succession. Up for the amaz- 
ing start and a Section 1 time that was 
second fastest overall for a motorcycle. 
Down for the crash and worry that Don 
might be hurt, or worse. Up for him 
remounting and setting a Section 3 time 
after he just picked up his bike that was 
fifth-fastest on the day. Then down again 
when we heard the bike quit and he was 
stranded at roadside. There was no more 
hope. But there were some final ups: Don 
was not hurt, and the prototype racebilce, 
Project 156, unlike anything Victory ever 
built, had made an amazing performance 
in the hands of an exceptionally talented, 
precise, and clear-thinking racer. 

Did Not Finish beats Did Not Start 
anytime. My hat is off to Victory for 
throwing in so big but especially to Don 
for the total precision and professional- 
ism he exhibited from concept to testing 
to showing up ready to race. 

We are not done on that mountain. 


MARK HOVER 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


zero 

NUMBER OF 
SPARE BIKES FOR 
PROJECT 156 


1 


OVERALLMOTOR- 
CYCLE WINNERS AT 
PIKES: JEFF TICERT ON 
A HONDA CBR1000RR 


400,000 

NUMBER OF PEOPLE NOT IN 
STURGIS FOR PETERJONES’ 
“RALLY OF ONE” 
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HIPSTER ART FAIR -> ALA D’ORO -> JONESING FOR MORINIS 


Intake 

MHEHSTRRT THE ERRVERSHTMRR 


SP iaHt OHMWMlHKT tHEtl 

EYCL&m 

1UORUF 



Your August issue cover story features “Hand- 
built” motorcycles. The article states, “Our 
sport's future is right here.” What?! Have you 
guys been watching too many reruns of Amen- 
ran Chopper and junkyard Wars? Handbuilt? 
This article shows "garage engineering" at 
its best. Why do you people drool over these 
cobbled-together cartoonish and unride- 
abie machines? Counterculture embracing 
counter-engineering. This is not the future 
but a fringe element of motorcycling. Didn’t 
you learn anything from the '90s chop- 
per craze? Save your printed space for real 
motorcycles, not the Hipster Art Fair. 

DAVE ROGERS 
EYCLEWORLD.COM 


Dave, the artistry of these bikes is what has inspired great machines like the Ducati Scrambler 
and BMW R nineT. Yes, some of the Handbuilt Show’s bikes would be virtually unrideable, but 
the twin-engine Indian on the cover, for example, was built from nothing and holds two records 
at Bonneville. Real motorcycle. 


Peter, I read your bit on Moto Morini 
and being from the area of Pennsylvania 
you mention, I thought I might have 
some luck finding one. Sure enough, on 
craigslist.org there’s a 1978 Moto Morini 
with 6K miles on it near York. Only 
$3,900. Do it! 

ADAM HAMPTON 

CYCLEWORLD.COM 


Peter Jones replies: “Thanks?” 


WALK A MILE FOR A CAMEL 

“Questionable Camel”? I found mine to be 
a great-handling and good-looking bike 
that kickstarted easily. Perhaps not as 
cool as my 3 1/2 Sport with the gorgeous 
Grimeca front drum. Though Peter Jones 
and I haven’t met, I am an American and 
have owned two Moto Morinis (as well 
as a Guzzi Eldorado). Still have my Cagiva 
650 Elefant, and that, my friends, is yet 
another lovely machine. 


DR. E.F. SANDERS 
CYCLEWORLD.COM 


NOT PIMPING 

Excellent story and photos of the 
Handbuilt Show (August). It was so 
enjoyable to view actual and amazing 
creativity instead of the usual “pimped” 
Harleys. Amazing bikes. Wish I’d been 
there. 

KEITH INCRAM 

CLOVIS, NM 

Mark Hoyer labeled the nice Honda 
pictured in Up Front’s “On a Wing” as 
“the first bike to wear ‘Gold Wing.’” 

Photo #31 from the Quail Gathering 
event gallery on your website shows 
Dick Hammer’s H-D CRTT/Aermacchi 
Ala d’Oro (Gold Wing) racer. Aermacchi 
offered the 175 and 250CC Gold Wing 
racers in 1961, much earlier than Honda’s 
1975 model. 

MICHAEL MOORE 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 


MOTO WHAT? 

I enjoyed reading Peter Jones’ column in 
the August issue, but I have to point out 
that the Moto Guzzi V7 also has heron 
heads with the combustion chambers 
in the piston tops. Peter, if you want to 
see some Moto Morinis, check out the 
Italian Motorcycle Owners Club (IMOC) 
meet in Sturbridge, Massachusetts, 
every September. Plenty of Morinis, as 
well as other defunct Italian marques. 
Excellent work. 

RON SANTOS 
WEST WARWICK, Rl 

Oh, I have not laughed hard enough to 
bring tears to my eyes in so many years. 
You get kind of jaded when you’re older. 
Thanks for the laughs, Peter. 

I tore out the page and saved it! 

MARKAMABLE 

CYCLEWORLD.COM 


URINE SAMPLE, ANYONE? 

For the love of God and all that is holy, 
please ask manufacturers to stop 
mounting Urine Specimen Cups to the 
top of our handlebars. 

These egregious eyesores make me 
wretch. Not only are they visible in 
every image of the hot new Yamaha 
YZF-Ri, but they ruin the centerfold (July 
on page 45). And to make matters worse, 
you feature one as a full page under the 
Service column (page 80). 

Surely Kevin Cameron could write a 
doctoral thesis on why these ugly things 
are used. But I don’t care. And stop 
calling me Shirley... 

JOHN LOCKWOOD 
BLAIRSVILLE, CA 




Comments? Suggestions? Criticisms? 
Write us at intake@cycleworld.com. 
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MY MOM DIDN'T HAVE MANY OPTIONS 
TODAY'S LUNG CANCER PATIENTS DO. 


Twenty years ago, my mother 
was diagnosed with lung 
cancer. She had very few 
places to turn, and lost a 
difficult struggle. 


And yet, more than 30% of all 
lung cancer patients still don't 
know about the therapies, 
specialists, and clinical trials 
available to them. 


Today, we are on the brink 
of real breakthroughs in lung 
cancer research and there 
are significantly improved 
treatment options. 




Tony Goldwyn 



Lung cancer is a formidable 
foe, but we are finding new 
ways to fight it. Please visit 
SU2C.org/LungCancer for 

questions to ask your health 
care professional and to 
learn about options that 
may be right for you. 



Stand Up To Cancer is a program of the Entertainment Industry Foundation (EIF), a 501 (c)(3) charitable organization. 







IT'S NFW. 

FROM FVFRY ANGLF. 
IN EVFRY WAY. 


The new Corsair® X helmet is the first Arai model to adopt our 
innovative Variable Axis System (VAS). Its ingenious design not 
only offers easier shield operation and replacement, it also 
allows us to extend our rounder, smoother, stronger helmet 
shape. This increases the helmet's potential to glance off 
objects more easily, from whichever direction they may come. 
That means better all-around protection. 



Shown side by side with its predecessor, the increased area of 
the Corsair-X's rounder, smoother and stronger shell is obvious. 



Experience makes the difference, 
araiamerkas.coin 


No helmet can protect the wearer against all forcseoabia impacts. Nothing a a substitute for safe riding practices. 





BMW R1200RS -> KTM 350 SX-F -> HONDA AFRICA TWIN -> RIDE CRAFT -> BIKE LIFE 



16 CYCLE WORLD OCTOBER 2015 



RR TOURING: 

With the SIOOORR's DNA and 
with the practicality and ver- 
satility of an upright ADV, the 
XR makes high performance 
comfortable. 





CW FIRST RIDE 


INCHES: is the difference 
between the available 
tall (33.7) seat and 
low seat/lowered 
suspension (31.1) option. 


THE NEW BMW S1000XR 
MULTIPLE ATTRIBUTES: 

■ Sport 

■ Roadster 

■ Touring 

■ Enduro 

■ Urban 


2016 BMW S1000XR . 

Four-cylinder, upright, asphalt adventurer By Blake Conner t 


Y ou might not fealize it, but 

BMW’s SioooXR is really the 
bike you need, even if you 
don’t like the tall “quasi ADV 
meets The Jetsons” appear- 
ance. But after you ride it, you 
realize that it speaks to your emotions 
and fires up your adrenal glands with its 
high-performance engine and incredibly 
capable chassis, Svnich has an upright 
and commanding seating position. 

We had waited for months to ride this 
new adventure-tourer, whose engine 
has been plucked from one of the most 
significant sportbikes ever made: the 
SioooRR. In the SioooXR, the 999CC 
inline-four puts out a claimed 160 hp at 
11,000 rpm versus 199 for the RR. The 
last S1000R roadster we tested on the 
dyno put out 150 hp and 77 pound-feet 
of torque at the rear wheel, so we expect 
the XR will be similar. 

In standard form, the SioooXR has 
two ride modes: Road and Rain. Other 
standard fare includes Automatic Sta- 
bility Control, with basic traction and 
wheelie control that work in conjunction 
with the more basic standard ABS. But if 
you tick the option box for Ride Modes 
Pro, TC is upgraded to the more sophis- 
ticated Dynamic Traction Control, while 
two additional ride modes are accessible 
including Dynamic and Dynamic Pro. 
The real difference here is the updated 
sensor box, which detects the bike’s bank 
angle and applies TC accordingly. 

My SioooXR tester was heavily 
optioned with Ride Modes Pro, D-ESA, 
and ABS Pro, plus Gear Shift Assistant 


Pro, which allows 
dutchless upshifts and 
downshifts. After start- 
ing out in the Rain mode, 
it didn't take long for me to 
switch over to Road. On the 
wet tarmac, grip from the 
standard Bridgestone T30 sport’ 
touring tires was quite good, 
and shutting off the DTC didn’t 
even create too much drama. 

With the majority of bikes in this 
category using two- or three-cylinder 
power, I thoroughly enjoyed this appli- 
cation of BMW’s inline-four. The elec- 
tronics allow the engine to be almost 
anything you want it to be— mellow and 
smooth or snappy and aggressive. The 
engine is totally tractable, with excellent 
bottom- to midrange grunt, capped off by 
excellent top-end. Fueling is well mapped, 
while the rider aids do their job without 
making themselves unwelcome. My only 
complaint about the engine? It tended to 
deliver a fair amount of vibration through 
the tall and wide handlebar at cruising 
speed, which could get old on a long ride. 

The BMW chassis is anchored by an 




photocraphy by Kevin Wing 
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@ lonirian first ride 




VERTICALLY FLEXIBLE: 

At 33.1 inches, the 
height of the standard 
saddle will not be for 
everyone, which is why 
there’s an optional (at 
no charge) high seat 
that raises it to 33.7 
inches or a low option 
that brings it down to 
32.3. And when the 
lowered D-ESA option is 
combined with the Low 
seat, the S1000XR seat 
height drops all the way 
down to 31.1 inches. 


aluminum frame and a dual-sided 
swingarm. Wheelbase, compared 
to the SioooR’s, has grown by a 
significant 4.3 inches. At 61 inches, 
the XR wheelbase is just a tad 
shorter than the I<TM 1190 Adven- 
ture’s and a tad longer than the 
BMW GS’s. 

With wet roads the order of the 
day, I spent most of my time in the 
Road D-ESA setting and selected 
the single-rider preload setting. 
With our route encompassing a 
mixture of highway, country lanes, 
and back roads with lots of patches 
and broken pavement still being 
repaired from the winter, it was 
an ideal test for the suspension. 

If there is any single option pack- 
age you should choose for the XR, 
make sure it includes D-ESA. In 
short, the system works as adver- 
tised, providing excellent damping 
in every riding condition. 

As with BMW’s “go” modes, you 
can also upgrade its “slow down” 
mode with ABS Pro. This bank- 
angle-sensitive ABS was first avail- 




able as an option on the 
HP4 superbike, but for 
the first time it’s now 
an option on a regular- 
production BMW. The 
system allows aggres- 
sive ABS to be applied 
even when the bike is 
leaned over, provid- 
ing optimal braking in 
every condition. During 
the course of the day, I 
had a couple of opportu- 
nities to tax the ABS and 
was impressed. 

After riding the XR 
hard and fast in a wide variety of 
conditions, I walked away with 
the sense that the 2016 BMW 
S1000XR is going to give the other 
players in this league a good run 
for their money. BMW has man- 
aged to build a bike that blends 
the excellent travel traits of the 
GS/A twins with the sportiness of 
the S series. It’s one hell of a lot of 
fun, a practical and comfortable 
adventure-touring machine. I Hi 


2016 BMW S1000XR 


■ 
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liquid-cooled inline-four 

I 999cc 

| 33.1 in. 

| 5.2 gal. 

I 502 1b. 

I $16,350 
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CIV FIRST RIDE 

2016 BMW R1200RS 

New boxer-powered sport-tourer goes high-tech By Blake Conner 


MW is convinced there 
is still a big market 
for traditional twin- 
cylinder sport-touring 
machines. Of course, 
considering it invented 
the class with the original 1973 
R90S, it would feel that way. The 
brand-new 2016 R1200RS is the 
sportiest BMW to ever wear the RS 
badge. It even flirts with the per- 
formance territory once occupied 
by the HP2 Sport, the most athletic 
production boxer ever made. 

Our press ride took place in 
Ontario, Canada, around Muslcoka 
Lakes. Like the rest of the Rline, 
the new RS gets the latest version 
of the air- and liquid-cooled i,i70cc 
DOHC twin. BMW claims 125 hp 
at 7,750 rpm and 92 pound-feet of 


peak torque at 6,500. 

On a riding route made up 
primarily of country lanes, a bit 
of highway, and some fast, flow- 
ing secondary roads, the RS felt 
right at home. Power from the 
twin feels good in this fairly 
lightweight application. Throttle 
response is good, and the engine’s 
torque-rich nature invites you to 
pick a gear and just leave it there 
for long sections of road. 

My RS was equipped with the 
Touring package, Keyless Ride, 
and GPS. Optional Gear Shift As- 
sistant Pro made shifting pretty 
slick. In Road mode, power de- 
livery is good, while Rain offers 
much tamer response. A quick 
downshift now and again to 
pass cars allowed excellent accel- 




eration, but most of the time the 
boxer engine’s torque allowed 
good roll-on performance without 
toeing the shifter. cluster on 

The beauty of the new RS is 
its unflappable chassis and its easy to 

diesel-like engine. This bike never read and to 
tires of linking long sweepers to- 


gether. A must-have option is the 
Dynamic-ESA suspension. Why 
suffer through the crappy part 
of your ride when a magic-carpet 
ride is just a button press away? 

So for those looking for a tradi- 
tional sport-touring machine, the 
boxer-powered RS is about as good 
as it gets. L Hi 


2016 BMW R1200RS 
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air-/liquid-cooled boxer twin | 1 1 7 □ c c I 32. 3 in. | 4.7 gal. I 519 1b. I $14,950 
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Listed coverages are provided based on whether Comprehensive and Collision Coverages are purchased. Details of coverages or limits may vary by 
state. 

All coverages are subject to the terms, provisions, exclusions and conditions in the policy and any endorsements. 

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company • State Farm Indemnity Company • Bloomington, IL 



Choose coverage from the road captain. Our new, affordable 


rates include coverage that other companies charge as 
extras. Things like: help repairing or replacing your 
protective gear, costs incurred from being stranded, 
emergency roadside assistance, and the gobyour-back 
service of a State Farm* agent. 


estate Farm 



Call us today at 844.242.2554 or visit stS.fm/ motorcycle 



frame is a shorter and lighter 
subframe, plus a revised swingarm 
with new flex characteristics. The 
WP 4CS fork carries over from 
the previous year but with revised 
settings. In the rear, the shock and 
linkage are new and designed to 
work more harmoniously with the 
chassis. I<TM says these changes 
make the bike lighter and more 
compact, which improves handling. 

And although the suspension on 
the 350 SX-F is very well balanced, 
we found ourselves yearning for 
it to be a little stiffen A few clicker 
adjustments made us happier with 
the setup, but serious racers might 
consider a revalve. 

Of the three new SX-F models, 
the 350 is the most fun to ride. Its 


power is exactly what you would 
expect— smack dab in the middle 
of a 250 and 450. From bottom 
to top, power from the revised 
engine (more compact cases, 
revised combustion chambers 
and ports, plus new Keihin engine 
management with 44mm throttle 
body) is strong, yet it isn’t too much 
to handle. If a little extra boost is 
needed, all it takes is a quick flick 
of the buttery smooth hydraulic 
clutch. If you do happen to kill it, 
no worries; it has flawless electric 
starting. 

As has always been the case, the 
350 SX-F has found that middle 
ground that makes the bike one of 
the most balanced and fun MXers 
available, FIR 


anufacturers typically release 
a single all-new machine each 
year. But KTM isn’t just any 
manufacturer. For 2016, the 
Austrian company has revamped 
the entire SX-F line with numerous 
improvements. 

The 2016 KTM 250 SX-F and 
450 SX-F machines are fine-tuned 
second-generation versions of the 
popular Factory Edition bikes that 
were released late in 2014. But the 
350 SX-F is completely new, so we’ll 
concentrate on that model here. 

Chassis upgrades include a new 
frame that KTM says is 20-percent 
stiffer torsionally while having a 
steeper steering head angle and a 
shorter wheelbase for improved 
handling. Complementing the 
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liquid-cooled single 

| 3 5 0 cc 

| 37.8 in. 

| 1.8 gal. 

I 224 lb. 
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Race across 15 different fracks t in 4 competitive gamemodes 
Ride on 12 different bikes & ATVs and choose from 16 diverse characters. 


It’s the one and only Dirt Rider Game, available for FREE on 


AppStore 





FIRST LOOK: 2016 HONDA CRF1000L AFRICA TWIN 

New ADV has big shoes to fill By Andrew Bornhop 



SPECS 


to perform well on rugged dirt 
roads. Healthy Nissin four-pot 
disc brakes are on duty up front, 
and svelte bodywork looks like it 
will give the Africa Twin decent 
wind protection while keeping the 
bike narrow and perhaps less prone 
to off-road damage. 

Seat height, not surprisingly, is 
a lofty 34.3 inches, but it can be 
lowered to 33.5. And the fuel tank, 
at 4.96 gallons, looks like it will 
offer good range between stops. 
Forthe record, Honda’s claimed 
curb weight forthe new Africa 
Twin is 503 pounds (534 forthe 
DCT model), which is considerably 
lighterthan the Yamaha Super 
Tenere and compares favorably to 
the BMW R1200CS, which weighs a 
claimed 516 pounds. 

Of note, the new Africa Twin is 
available with Honda Selectable 
Torque Control, an electronics pack- 
age offering the riderthree levels 
of control, and, most important, an 
ability to shut off ABS to the rear 
wheel. Problem is, ABS and HSTC 
are available only on the DCT/ABS 
model, not the base Africa Twin. 

Player or pretender? Does DCT 
makes sense on an ADV? We can’t 
wait to find out. CW 


2016 HONDA 
CRF1000L 

PRICE: N/A 
ENGINE: SOHC 

parallel twin 

DISPLACEMENT: 

998cc 

SEAT HEIGHT: 

34.3 in. 

FUEL CAPACITY: 
4.96 gal. 

CLAIMED CURB 
WEIGHT: 33 lb. 



-> If you’re like us, you lusted after 
the original Honda XRV750 Africa 
Twin, the early V-twin-powered 
ADV bike based on the NXR750 
that won the Paris-Dakar Rally 
four times in the late 1980s. And 
now that we know a new Africa 
Twin-the Honda CRF1000L- 
arrives early next year, here’s the 
question: Will this new Honda ADV 
have a similar legacy? 

Hard to say. But one thing’s 
for sure: This new Africa Twin, 
although late to the ADV party, 
looks well equipped to battle the 
likes of the BMW R1200CS and 
KTM 1190 Adventure. Housed in 
the double-cradle steel frame is 
a new 998cc parallel twin, a dual- 
plug SOHC engine that has four 
valves per cylinder, a 270-degree 


crankshaft, and dual balance 
shafts. Power reaches the rear 
wheel via a conventional six-speed 
gearbox or a dual-clutch auto- 
matic, the latter fitted with three 
shift schedules and “incline detec- 
tion,” which delays upshifts when 
you’re riding uphill and downshifts 
more quickly when you’re headed 
downhill for earlier engine-braking. 

As for the long-travel Showa 
suspension, it features a fully 
adjustable inverted fork and a 
single-shock rear. Ground clearance 
is good, and the spoked wheels, a 
21-incher in front and an 18-inch 
back, reflect the Africa Twin’s need 
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-> Forgive us, please, for the 
trendy Day-Glo colors that dot- 
ted our 0ctober1990 issue-on 
the cover and in several layouts. 
Far more important, however, 
are the rare bikes that appeared 
on this cover: a Wankel- 
powered Norton FI (“Norton’s 
Back!” Really?) and the 1991 
Harley-Davidson Sturgis. 

-> For our motocross audi- 
ence, we gathered five of the 
top 250cc MXers and had 
them tweaked by local tuners 
such as White Brothers Cycle 
Specialties and Race Tech. Our 
winner of this “Special Forces” 
test? An especially potent 


RM250 that was ported and 
had its suspension tweaked 
by SCR. “The faster the rider 
went,” we reported, “the more 
the bike liked it.” 

-> Our annual Ten Best list had 
some expected winners (the 
Honda Gold Wing as the Best 
Tourer) and one big surprise: the 
Harley-Davidson FXRS-SP as 
the Best Standard. We tested 
this straightforward Harley 
against the likes of BMW’s l<75 
and the Honda Hawk GT and 
determined that it deserved 
the title for this simple reason: 
It delivered a "thumping good 
time every time it is ridden.” 


-> In this month’s Race Watch, 
we took a close look at racer 
Freddie Spencer. In “Fast Fred- 
die Rides Again,” Camron 
Bussard documented Spen- 
cer’s accomplishments while 
deftly studying if the hugely 
talented American three-time 
world champion still had what 
it took to be a winner in 1990 
and beyond. It concluded with 
Freddie making it very clear 
that he still wanted to race: 
“When I consider not racing, I 
only have to remember how I 
feel when I don’t. When you’ve 
done somethingyour whole life, 
it becomes awfully important.” 
-Andrew Bornhop 



Put it where the 
sun don't shine! 


Those dark, hidden places can kill 
your steel. Dirt builds up and 
traps moisture. Next thing, 


No wonder it’s been the favorite 
of bike makers themselves for 
over a generation. Protect your 
expensive investment with the 
best cleaning it can get! Find it 
at better bike shops. 

Learn more at www.s100.com. 


corrosion starts. S10G e Total 
Cycle Cleaner Is the answer 
Its creeping power can get to 
places you can't reach or even 
see. Then its penetrating action 
zaps even the toughest stains, (It's 
even got a corrosion inhibitor so it 
washes safe ly,| Ordinary washes 
and cleaners can't do all that! 
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Five new products 
from every corner of 
motorcycling 

By Blake Conner 


NEW IDEAS 


cw up promo 
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LEARN TO STRIDE 


Before your kids learn 
to ride, it pays to learn 
to stride. For anyone 
whose kids started off 
on a Strider Balance 
Bike, like the new spe- 
cial-edition Husqvarna 
($139), you know how 
easily little ones transi- 
tion to a pedal bike 
without training wheels. 
Prepare them for cycling 
or motorcycling by learn- 
ing balance in a fun and 
safe manner, 

->( 605 ) 342-0266 
striderbikes.com 


© 

BAVARIAN BOX 


Ever wish you had just 
a bit more storage on 
your BMW R1200C5/A? 
Touratech recently 
announced its Toolbox 
($179.95), a 4.2-liter 
locking case (13 x 7.5 x 
3.5 inches) that mounts 
inboard of BMW's OEM 
right-side pannier. The 
aluminum and plastic 
storage box provides an 
excellent place to store 
tools, first aid, or other 
travel-related items. 
->( 800 ) 491-2926 
touratech-usa.com 
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SPORT FEET 


Looking for the protec- 
tion of a racing boot 
with the all-day comfort 
of a touring boot? TCX 

S-Sportour Evo ($199) 
and S-Sportour Evo 
Waterproof ($239 99) 
offer a reinforced heel 
guard, shin plate, and re- 
placeable toe sliders. Air 
intakes and a breathable 
liner keep your feet cool 
on hot days. A simple 
elastic zip closure with 
Velcro flap makes get- 
ting them on/off easier. 
ridetcxboots.com 


© 

BATWING GUARD 


Do you live near a gravel 
company? Or maybe 
you just hate summer 
bugs messing up the 
paint on your Batwing- 
fairing-equipped 
Harley-Davidson. Either 
way, the NoviStretch 
Harley-Davidson Fair- 
ing Mask ($109) is made 
from a synthetic stretch 
fabric with heavy-duty 
elastic trim that will 
protect the front of your 
bike. Attaches without 
fasteners. 
novistretch.com 


© 

ORANGE DUDS 


Want some super-slick 
gear to match your bike? 
Troy Lee Designs/KTM 
have collaborated to cre- 
ate the limited-edition 
SE Air Cosmic Camo 
gear ($259.98). The jer- 
sey features ventilated 
polyester mesh with 
sewn-in elbow padding. 
Pants have a ratchet 
waist and zip closure 
and cowhide on the 
inner knees. Each can be 
purchased separately. 

-> ( 304 ) 932-0437 
ktm-parts.com 


26 CYCLE WORLD OCTOBER 2015 


I 



i KkAW< 



EDDIE KRAWIBC 
3X CHAMPION 


35 YEARS OF WINNING 


HI-OUTPUT GRENADES TUNED WITH 

SHOWN WITH V02 AIR INTAKE 

Contact your local Dealer for pricing and availability. 

in CALIFORNIA; in order to meet Air Resources Board emissions requirements, certain 
aftermarket part applications have been identified as replacements, and others have 
received ARB Executive Orders AEI other emissions related aftermarket parts are far 
competition use only. A list of replacement parts and EO parts, and corresponding 
fitment is provided at vanceanohines.comycolitornia. 


vanceandhines 

.com 
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TOP PRIORITY: STREET RIDING 
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PATIENCE, YOUNG GRASSHOPPER 


Impatience and pushiness are traits to avoid when you’re on two wheels By Nick lenatsch 



W ith this latest Ride Craft, 
I’m not trying to teach 
you a physical technique 
that can be mastered 
with correct practice. 
Rather, I seek to drive home this 
simple but important message: Don’t 
push time. This applies to all riders but 
particularly to riders who are always 
in a rush. You know who you are. 

How can we avoid being at the 
wrong place at the wrong time? In 
the intersection when the drunk runs 
a red light in his Suburban. Next to 
the semi when its tire explodes. Or 


behind the pickup truck when the 
ladder falls off. In each of these cases, 
five seconds earlier or later would 
have kept us safe. 

Do your best to let time flow 
in a normal manner when on a 
motorcycle. No guarantees, you 
understand. You still might be in the 
wrong place at the wrong time. But 
the more I hang around this sport, the 
more I see impatience and pushiness 
being punished. 

I’m talking about the rider who 
pushes everywhere, always tailgating, 
impatient, passing too closely, often 


upset at other traffic, breaking laws 
due to the desire to “get going.” The 
metronomic passing of time means 
nothing to this rider. He is always 
pushing, rushing, forcing. 

I used to become impatient with a 
slow lunch waitress, or if I dropped 
my key under my bike, or if I had to 
wait for a fuel pump to open up. Not 
anymore. “Everything happens for 
a reason” is a great adage to recite 
when things don’t go as quickly or 
efficiently as possible on a riding day. 
Let it happen. Let time beat along. 

This also means: Do things at a pace 
that allows you to remain calm, 
attentive, and aware. 

An example: My brother Bill and 
I went for a ride up Angeles Crest 
Highway above Los Angeles in 2004. 
Bill is a long-distance trucker and rides 
conservatively at the speed limit. We 
got about 3 miles up the Crest and 
came up behind a dark-blue GMC 
Sonoma going about 3 mph slower 
than we were. If I were by myself, I 
would have passed the truck, but I 
knew my brother wasn’t comfortable, 
so we just hung behind the truck and 
enjoyed the day. Cruising. 

About a mile later, we came around 
a corner to find a car smashed 
against the right-hand guardrail 
and a minivan just coming to a 
stop sideways across the oncoming 
lane. They had hit head-on when the 
minivan wandered across the lane. 

My brother— a successful 
professional driver— brought up 
the crash later that night. He knew 
I’d wanted to pass the Sonoma. He 
wondered where we would have been 
if we’d done it. So do I. 

Riding can be a tough, unforgiving 
activity when things go wrong. 

We can work hard on our skills to 
master our surroundings. We can be 
mentally focused to better interpret 
our environment. We can spend 
money to perfect our ride. 

And let’s also do our best to not 
push the flow of time. EMU 
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GROOVE TO MORE THAN 


{ Smooth sounds even in the 
most rugged conditions. } 



RIDE 


Breathtaking scenery, the open road and your favorite music. That's perfection. And that's why the rough and rugged 
zGmo® 590LM premium GPS motorcycle navigator includes an MP3 player and works with iPod® and Pandora® 1 for 
music control right on its display. Enjoy tunes, plus spoken directions and hands-free phone control via a Bluetooth® 
-enabled helmet or headset 2 . Navigate your route with a 5" dual-orientation touchscreen that is glove-friendly and 
sunlight-readable, zumo 590LM is tough enough to withstand brutal elements and harsh weather conditions 3 . 
Garmin.com/zumo 


GARMIN 


'Visit Garmin.com/zumo for compatibility and availability Requires Bluetooth®-compatible helmet, headset or smartphone. Sold separately 3 For details visit Garmin.com/waterrating 

The Bluetooth® word mark and logos are owned by the Bluetooth SIG, Inc. and any use of such marks by Garmin is under license. Other trademarks and trade names are those of 
respective owners. iPhone® and iPod® are trademarks of Apple, Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. Pandora, the Pandora logo, and the Pandora trade dress are trademarks 
or registered trademarks of Pandora Media, Inc. Used with permission. 

©2015 Garmin Ltd. or its subsidiaries 


zumo590LM 
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GAS IN 
A BOX 

FOR THE LOVE OF A FUEL TANK 

BY PETER JONES 


S ome things are attractive; some 
things aren’t. Although the dif- 
ference between pretty and pret- 
ty ugly has at times impacted 
the course of history, we’re often at a 
loss to namsjexactly why something is 
attractive and something else ain’t. This 
applies to everything from art to build- 
ings to music to cars to motorcycles. 
Well, and to people, too, but we’re not 
going to talk about that. 

I was reminded of this phenomenon 
while looking at new-for-2015 bikes. One 
bike had a harshly ugly fuel tank. Before 
the days of full-bodied motorcycles, we 
judged a bike’s looks primarily by its 
fuel tank or by whatever shape there is 
where gas tanks are supposed to be. It’s 
the core feature of a motorcycle, while 
all the other parts are merely limb-like, 
or something. 

The fuel tank is pretty much the only 
item on a motorcycle that’s shaped just 
for shape itself, with the forms of all 
the other features dictated by function; 
engines have to house components, 
frames need to hold specific engine lay- 
outs, seats have to fit under our butts, 
and so on. 

The shapes of some fuel tanks are 
iconic. We don’t just recognize them for 
what bike they identify. They speak of 
a time and a cultural moment of motor- 
cycling. Take the Harley-Davidson 
Sportster peanut tank, for instance. 

It’s perfect. According to Harley, it first 
appeared on the 1948 Model S, which was 
the rebranded DI<W 125 single from Ger- 
many. Yes, an imported bit of significant 
chopper history. On its bike of manu- 
facture, it was just a fuel tank, but on a 
V-twin chopper, it was a way of biker life, 
a bad attitude, a badge of rebellion. It was 
everything that H-D was for the 1960s 
and ’70s, and it’s still going strong. 

Before I was into motorcycles, there 


was a bike that kept grabbing my atten- 
tion because of its fuel tank. It took a 
couple of years before I finally saw one 
while I was with a motorcycle enthusi- 
ast who could tell me what I was looking 
at: a mid-’70s Honda CB400F. At the time 
I knew nothing about bikes, didn’t care 
about bikes, and had no dreams of own- 
ing one. But I knew that if I ever did get 
into motorcycles, that would be the bike 
I’d have to own, simply because of the 
beautiful shape of its fuel tank. Why its 
shape is so appealing, even to someone 
who might not care about motorcycles, I 
do not know. 

So, yes, after I started caring about 
motorcycles I’ve owned a Honda CB400F 
or two. It’s still a beautiful design. 

Looking a bit further back in his- 
tory, the Brough Superior SS100 has an 
unmistakable fuel tank of exceptional 
class and poise. Teardrop-shaped, rubber 
knee guards, twin caps— it’s a work of 
art. If you disagree, you’re wrong. 

An iconic tank from Ducati was the 
“Imola” version of the mid-1970s 750 SS, 
so named for being on the bike that Paul 
Smart won that race with in 1972. It’s a 
fiberglass tank with semi-see-through 
strips up each side that allow viewing 
of the fuel level. An oft-told story about 
a production version of this tank is that 
one of them included a fly that was 
stuck inside the window strip, though 
no human has ever come forth with a 
picture of it. 

Today the shape of fuel tanks is lost on 
bikes with full bodywork, blending into 
the fairing. Such is the nature of stream- 
lining, heat management, water-cooling, 
rider comfort, and wind protection. The 
great designer Massimo Tamburini fore- 
told of this with his Ducati Paso, a bike 
whose tank cannot even exist without 
its surrounding bodywork. Something 
lost yet something gained. I HI 
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GALLONS OF FUEL 
THAT FIT IN A HARLEY 
FORTY-EIGHT 


2.5 

GALLONS OF FUEL THAT 
FIT IN A SUZUKI DR-2400 


FIVE 

NUMBER OFTIMES I'VE RUN 
OUT OF GAS WHILE RIDING 
A MOTORGYGLE 
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You know every inch of your bike. Not just the 
engine size, or the color code of the paint. It’s the 
special details that only you know about. Like the 
way the exhaust opens up just right at 3,200rpm. 
Or that scuff on the footpeg you picked up while 
riding through Deal’s Gap. 


It’s the details that make your bike unique, and 
no one knows this more than GEICO. With 
GEICO Motorcycle insurance, you’ll get coverage 
specific to your bike, and a team of people who love 
motorcycles as much as you do. 


When it comes to insurance, it’s the little things 
that make a big difference. Trust the details to 
GEICO Motorcycle. 


I3CIUU Motorcycle 

geico.com 1 1-800-442-9253 1 Local Office 


Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. Motorcycle coverage is underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees 

Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2015 GEICO. 
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NINE-TENTHS 

SUBMERGED 


I'M INTERESTED IN THE PARTS I CAN'T SEE BY KEVIN CAMERON 




I cebergs are impressive, but nine- 
tenths of their mass is invisible 
to us, submerged in the sea. We 
humans lovi excitement. It can be 
such a drug to us that people who’ve 
paid big money to attend a rock concert 
scream so loudly they can’t hear the 
music. They are high— not on the music 
but on their own excitement. The actual 
substance of the concert (the music) is 
ignored. We are impressed by the visible 
part of the iceberg, but the part that tore 
a 300-foot hole below the Titanic’s water- 
line is unseen. 

The same is true in motorsports. An 
engine’s power stroke is what actually 
propels a car or bike, but it is completely 
silent. The noise— which so thrills our 
senses— is the sudden expansion of low- 
energy waste gas, valved out of the cyl- 
inders. NASCAR and NHRA appreciate 
the intoxicating effect of fantastic noise 
and have deliberately retained it. Motor- 
cycle roadracing in the US went the 
other way for years, reciting the mantra, 
“Less sound equals more ground.” 

We accept the idea that many people 
are offended by loud pipes, but ban- 
ning them from the racetrack surely 
made racing less intoxicating. There- 
fore, MotoAmerica raised the roadrace 
decibel limit from 107 to 115 last July at 
Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca. 

Not only are sound and fury intoxi- 
cating, but we also associate them 
with high performance, even though 
the quiet, muffled streetbikes of today 
can make more than three times the 
power of a megaphone-equipped all-out 
Triumph 500 roadracer of 1967. The fact 
that noise and power are no longer caus- 
ally related is submerged. The noise- 
equals-power idea has devolved into a 
“brand”— a subconscious association 
that can control our choices without our 
even being aware of it. 

When dragracing expanded in the 
1950s, racegoers saw dramatically 
ralced-out steering heads. They saw 


the same on Bonneville record-setters. 
Immediately, people wanted this 
unusual, exciting look, but the reason 
for its creation was the weakness and 
instability of most existing motor- 
cycle chassis and forks. At normal 
speeds, such chassis were acceptably 
stable, but at higher speeds they could 
weave violently. Increasing rake and 
trail restored stability but at the cost 
of greatly slower steering. The public 
cared nothing for this unseen part of 
the “iceberg,” so the new look became so 
popular that amateur builders churned 
out thousands of “drag-look” customs. 
They had raked-out front ends, 50-mile 
peanut gas tanks, skinny no-brake front 
wheels, and rigid rear frames with the 
widest available tires. In a word, chop- 
pers. Each element of their construction 
came from something originally func- 
tional, but what people perceived was 
contrast with the familiar. 

In nature this is called “stimulus 
generalization.” A fruit-eating species of 
bird is hard-wired to be attracted to the 
pink color of ripe fruit, but if an experi- 
menter offers the bird a choice between 
pink, ripe fruit and 2-inch steel balls 
painted bright red, the birds choose the 
more intense color. It was former Cycle 
magazine editor Steve Anderson who 
pointed out to me that the public is not 
attracted to vehicles whose features are 
an average of what focus groups say the 
public wants. Instead, they are attracted 
to the way-out, radical stuff that most 
gets their attention. 

Have you heard of “rolling coal”? 

It is the practice of altering a diesel 
engine’s fuel control to deliver a very 
rich mixture, producing thick clouds 
of black smoke (unburned, wasted fuel) 
on demand. Who wants this? Years ago, 
highway tractor owner-operators could 
usefully increase power by a moder- 
ate version of this practice, just as an 
assault helicopter pilot in Vietnam could 
wheedle his crew chief into a forbid- 
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den fuel-control adjustment that 
could pull a Huey full of soldiers 
out of tough situations. So in a 
visual equivalent of the noise- 
equals-power idea, black exhaust 
smoke came to signify power. 
Plus, in our era, what better way 
for Jack-the-lad drivers of diesel 
pickups to tease earnest greens, 
clad in all-natural fabrics in their 
12-grain hybrid cars? 

At the very MotoGP race where 
it was most obvious that Valen- 
tino Rossi was winning because 
he wasn’t wasting time and 
driving force by spinning and 
sliding, the crowd was roaring 
its approval of the two Aprilia 
“Cube” entries, which were smok- 
ing their tires in giant slides out 
of every corner— in last and next- 
to-last place. In that 2004 scene, 
Vale winning was ho-hum and 
so was how he was winning— by 
creating power-transmitting and 
line-holding tire grip. The “Cube” 
was going slow because so much 


of its tremendous power was 
going up in tire smoke. A success 
with crowds, it never finished 
better than 10th in 2004 and was 
withdrawn. Which reality is 
more “real”? The enthusiasm of 
the crowd or what attracted their 
attention? Or the unseen nine- 
tenths of the iceberg— the well- 
judged engineering necessary to 
win races? 

I had a friend in grade school 
who was fascinated by Detroit’s 
“idea cars” of the 1950s. One I 
remember in particular resembled 
two cigar-shaped jet engines from 
a B-58 Hustler with the space 
between filled in and with both 
driver and passenger separately 
covered by P-51-style Plexiglas 
canopies that made conversation 
impossible. Underneath all this 
was your basic late-i930s car, with 
A-arm front suspension, live rear 
axle on 1890s leaf springs, a flop- 
py ladder frame, and an iron push- 
rod engine. There was nothing 


WE ACCEPT 
THE IDEA 
THAT MANY 
PEOPLE 
ARE 

OFFENDED 
BY LOUD 
PIPES, 
BUT 

BANNING 
THEM 
FROM THE 
RACETRACK 
SURELY 
MADE 
RACING 
LESS 
INTOXI- 
CATING. 


futuristic about it; its dramatic 
style was just a cover bolted to 
yesterday, its shapes shamelessly 
cribbed from the supersonic mili- 
tary aircraft of its time. 

We humans are suckers for 
this kind of entertainment! We 
are far more into how something 
makes us feel than we are into its 
tiresome function. This is, all too 
often, the basis of marriage (“He 
was such a great dancer!”). Does a 
ballroom attraction turn into an 
actual friendship of lasting value? 
We take our chances. 

So many of the motorcycles 
I see today seat the rider on a 
pointed prong, boldly jutting to 
the rear. To carry more than 50 
miles of fuel, the tank has swollen 
into a tall popover, and a variety of 
stuck-on “flair” suggests it might 
be a stage prop, say from a Captain 
Tomorrow TV spoof. Okay, I accept, 
but what continues to interest 
me is the other nine-tenths— how 
does it all work? ttU 
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W hilk seated on a flat slab of 

granite I caught my breath 
and gathered my thoughts. 
Looming 1,000 feet above 
the barren landscape around 
me, Pikes Peak’s 14,110-foot 
summit and our finish line 
were a mere 2 miles farther up the road. My heart was still 
racing even though our bid for the finish had come to a somber 
halt when the Victory Project 156 prototype V-twin racer 
hesitatlcPunder full throttle and then fell silent. After a few 
desperate seconds working the throttle in hope that the engine 
would relight, I pulled in the clutch and coasted to a stop where 
the bike now leaned against a roadside snow pole. 

I sat alone— aside from fellow competitors blasting past 
at 45-second intervals— and reflected on how much Victory, 
Roland Sands Design, and the rest of the team had achieved 
in the five months since Project 156 (named for the number 
of turns on Pikes Peak) was conceived. The disappointment 
of this DNF was trumped by the pride I felt in having played 
an active part in a meaningful collaborative effort with an 
American motorcycle company that wanted to go racing. 

An enthusiastic group of young Victory engineers worked 
mostly on their own time in this after-hours skunk-works 
project— code named Speedball— to create the liquid-cooled 
i,300cc (or so) 60-degree V-twin wrapped in a custom-built 
Roland Sands Design frame. 



I’ve tested thousands of production-based motorcycles in my 
25 years at Cycle World, but filling the role as the development 
rider for Project 156 was an entirely new experience of a very 
different magnitude. Witnessing the project evolve from rough 
design sketch to detailed CAD drawings to ultimately taking 
metal and carbon-fiber form was inspiring, insightful, and 
just plain awesome. Also, it was amazing to have a motorcycle 
spring from nothing but an idea so quickly. Many race teams 
would balk at the notion of prepping a mass-production 
superbike for such an effort in the same period of time. 

Massive amounts of planning went into the project, but 
as is the case in racing, things don’t always go to plan. 
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AN ENTHUSIASTIC CROUP OF YOUNG VICTORY ENGINEERS 
WORKED MOSTLY ON THEIR OWN TIME IN THIS AFTER-HOURS 
SKUNK-WORKS PROJECT-CODE NAMED SPEEDBALL-TO 
CREATE THE LIQUID-COOLED 1.BOOCC (OR SO) 60-DEGREE V-TWIN 
WRAPPED IN A CUSTOM-BUILT ROLAND SANDS DESIGN FRAME. 
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CAD drawings of early frame concept. CP pistons and Carrillo rods reside at the heart of Victory’s prototype twin. 3-D printed 
cylinders and heads allowed RSD to fabricate the frame, exhaust, and other key components while awaiting delivery of a 
complete Speedball engine. The aluminum "tank” is actually a mock-up for the carbon-fiber airbox with K&N cowl induction. 



Back in May, Victory reserved Buttonwillow Raceway Park 
in Southern California for two solid days of initial engine/ 
chassis shakedown. The prototype engine had already 
undergone countless hours of running on an engine dyno 
at Victory’s Minnesota facility, but this was the first time 
Project 156 had rubber meet road. 

Unfortunately, build problems, compounded by a very tight 
time line, meant the bike wasn’t ready to test on the first day. 
One interesting issue revealed in the latest hour was simply 
starting the beast! With a 15.0:1 compression ratio, the engine 
won the arm-wrestling match versus the starter rollers 
positioned under the rear tire— it would not bump-start, even 
in top gear. The creative solution was installing the starter 


motor in the engine, with a high-current connector plugged 
into an external pair of car batteries wired in series for a 24- 
volt, high-amperage jolt. Clear! 

The excitement in the garage when the bike thundered to 
life the first time was amazing. Roland Sands himself was 
there with his internal Project 156 lead, Cameron Brewer, 
to roll the bike onto the track for the first time. Sands did a 
few shakedown laps since it was his baby and, after he was 
satisfied it was a trackworthy bike, handed it over to me. I was 
glad to find the chassis stable and that suspension was in the 
ballpark, but throttle response was rough, and it demanded 
quite a bit of work to get around the track. 

In the end, I got all of about 15 familiarization laps of the 
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1.8-mile circuit prior to showing up at Pikes Peak for the first 
of two sanctioned test weekends in early June. 

Racing up Pikes Peak on a fully developed bike presents 
an infinite number of unique challenges, and while the 
monumental task of sorting out an unproven machine at this 
dangerous venue was frightening, the regret of passing on 
such an opportunity scared me far more. 

Mountain logistics and bike maintenance were handled by 
the Falkner/Livingston/AFi Racing crew. I’d benefitted from 
this team’s experience and support in my podium effort on a 
Ducati Multistrada last year and was glad to have them with 
us as we zeroed in this prototype machine. They were truly the 
atomic bonds that held us all together. 

And at Pikes Peak, you need all the help you can get. Still, 
once you’re on the bike and on the course, the challenges are 
personal. 

Topping my list of these is the very limited amount of actual 
wheels-on-the-road testing available on the mountain. Practice 
days run from daybreak until 8:30 a.m., ending prior to the road 
opening to the public. With 
race cars and bikes sharing 
the hill, the course is divided 
into a section for each group. 

This means that the only time 
competitors get to run the entire 
12.42-mile course is on race day. 

Making matters worse this year, 
the top half of the mountain 
road remained closed during 
the pre-event test weekends due 
to record snowfall during the 
previous month. 

Add to this the challenges 
faced in establishing a 


workable fuel calibration map and set of altitude-specific trim 
tables for the 9,000- to 14,000-foot course elevation change. 
Our MoTeC man was busy! After every practice run the laptop 
was plugged into the bike’s ECU to retrieve data for analysis; 
then a revised map was uploaded prior to the next run. This 
process continued right up to race day as adjustment to ride- 
by-wire on-throttle response, engine-braking control, and 
quickshift function saw incremental improvement every time 
we ran the bike. 

It was a rough first practice weekend on the mountain as I 
struggled to keep the engine running entering tight hairpin 
turns, and we lost precious track time due to a persistent 
radiator leak. Chilling rain and snow foiled our third day on 
the mountain when I joined the half-dozen professional car 
drivers at an exclusive Friday-morning session leading into the 
second test weekend. 

The following morning saw clear skies and an engine 
that was running strong for the very first time. I had been 
thinking about the chassis and suspension as we worked out 

fundamental fueling issues 
but hadn’t been able to push 
the bike. Now that the engine 
ran well, it was time to step it 
up if we were going to learn 
where the bike stood on the 
handling front. This leads to 
another significant challenge 
of racing Pikes Peak and 
perhaps one of the biggest: 
Unlike a closed circuit where 
you incrementally increase 
speed lap after lap or focus on 
a particular problem area as 
you see the same turns every 
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SLEEP DEPRIVATION 101 

They say it takes a village... It takes an engineering 
and fabrication village of talented and dedicated 
people to build a racer from scratch in five months. 

These are the names (and roles) of the players and 
their area of operation who built Victory Project 156. 


PIT CREW 

Paul Livingston - Team manager 
Becca Livingston - Logistics 
John Francis - Crew chief 
Ed Cook - Race crew 
Brent Davidson - Race crew 



two minutes or so, here you might get a total of two to six runs 
during a practice session. 

So when I finally got my chance to make a real run, I did. 
And in hindsight it’s easy to suggest I took too big a bite on 
my second flyer of the morning, resulting in the crash that 
all but totally destroyed Project 156. What I found was that I 
was not only exploring the limits of a new bike but the cold- 
grip properties of the Dunlop GP-A Pro supersport race tires. 
Road-surface temperature that morning was an estimated 
25 degrees Fahrenheit at the upper end of the practice section, 
and although my crew’s routine included fitting tire warmers 
during downtime between each run, the heat was actually 
being sucked out of the rubber as I ripped up the mountain. 

In a heart-stopping instant I lost front grip under braking 
on the 100-mph approach to a second-gear hairpin and went 
down. The bike slammed into a guardrail and resulted in 
what appeared to be terminal damage. I was lucky to slide 
up the road on the correct side of the guardrail and with no 
injury. When I ran back to look at Project 156 , 1 feared we were 
finished. 

But the wreckage was retrieved and loaded into a team 
van with Paul and Becca Livingston driving day and night to 
deliver the bike to the RSD compound in Southern California 
first thing Monday morning. I was present for the damage 
assessment: headshaking and doubt from all concerned. There 
was just seven days to race week, and RSD was stacked with 
other commitments in its shop. And it seemed like everything 
on the bike was damaged. 

But Sands and Brewer are racers who don’t know quit. By 
midafternoon the bike was in the care of Dr. John’s Motorcycle 
Frame Straightening in nearby Anaheim with an encouraging 
prognosis. In amazingly short order, the frame, triple clamp, 
and front axle were massaged back to arrow-straight condition. 
Brewer, along with Aaron Boss and Scott Dimick, put in 80 
man-hours each to get the bike in order. Meanwhile at Polaris, 
the call went in to expedite a second engine. What’s sleep?! 

Everyone was amazed the bike rolled through tech the 
following Monday looking little worse for wear. Handling 
proved stable and true when I took to the mountain the next 
morning for the first of four practice days leading up to the 
race. My crew revised the tire-warming routine, checking 
tread temp with an IR thermal gun rather than trusting the 
temperature-setting control built into the warmers, and we 
played with lower-than-standard pressures. This, along with 
much improved late-June weather, bolstered my confidence. 

As a reminder of the grim consequences of racing on Pikes 
Peak, Thursday morning practice ended tragically when Carl 
Sorensen, a local club racer and Pikes Peak veteran, plummeted 
off the road near the summit. While the cause of the fatal 
accident has not been disclosed, the final 1.5 miles of road 
surface is riddled with frost heaves, depressions, and pavement 
patchwork due to severe winter climate. The hair-raising 
stretch is another of the many challenges. 

Friday brought added focus, as each rider’s quickest run up 
the 5-mile bottom section served as qualifying to set the race 
run order within each class. We were in the Exhibition/UTV 
class, a sort of catch-all category for bikes and quads that don’t 
fit elsewhere. My third and final run was our best, placing us 
first in class by a wide margin and fourth quickest of the 66 
motorcycle entries. 

So mounts another Pikes Peak dilemma: Do I take it easy 


and secure the class victory or race the mountain? The answer 
was clear: We had come to race Project 156. The team made 
great strides since that first weekend at Pikes, and we now had 
sights set on posting a top-three overall time. The only added 
prize to be gained was that of personal pride and perseverance. 

Throughout the week the trust and feel for the bike was 
reflected in quicker times with each and every run up each 
section. The race was no different as I set what would be 
the second-quickest bottom sector time of the day. The run 
was going to plan, and I was hitting my marks and keeping 
the big twin on the boil. Getting the very most of this road 
requires venturing outside the paint lines and using available 
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OHLINS 

Jon Cornwell - Suspension technician 


Dan Cervais - Engine build lead 
Matt Sampson - Build team 
Joe Roltgen - Build team 


ROLAND SANDS DESIGN 

Roland Sands - Chassis/styling design 
Cameron Brewer - 156 project leader 
Aaron Boss - Chassis fabrication 
Scott Dimick - Fabrication/race prep 
Guy Driscoll - CNC specialist 


VICTORY 

Alex Oppermann - Engine project lead/design 
Matthew Reeves - Valve train 
Scott Walter - Cylinder heads 
Matt Graser - Piston/cylinder 
Derek Frie - Crank train 
John LaFata - Induction system 
Jonathon Graus - Electrical 
Steve Tittl - Control system 
Chad Slater - Case covers 


MoTeC ENGINE MANAGEMENT/ELECTRONICS 

James Whisler - Track support/calibration 
Eric Morris - Project manager 
Clayton Clark - Wiring harness 

SPEEDCELL TECHNOLOGIES 

Michael "Murph” Murphy 


pavement. In another Pikes pitfall, the grip on the paint varies 
greatly from one corner to another. I was bit by Brown Bush 
hairpin and tucked the front at 22 mph crossing the white line 
at the corner’s apex. 

I managed to keep my right hand on the throttle throughout 
the low-side spill, knowing full well that stalling the engine 
would put an end to our day. The radiator crash slider and 
folding footpeg served their purpose, and Project 156 was 
undamaged. I picked up the bike, took a deep breath, and then 
clicked it back into first gear to resume the race to the finish. 

I lost a total of 23 seconds to the tip-over, and the official 
time sheet shows we were eight seconds ahead in class and 


pulling away as I entered the final sector at Devil’s Playground. 
But as an old adage goes, “To finish first you must first finish.” 
In the end, Mother Nature and the extended high-speed run at 
high elevation caused fuel vapor lock that stopped us short of 
the finish. So near yet so far. 

As I sat on the rock overlooking the breathtaking beauty laid 
before me, I felt no regret and realized it simply wasn’t meant 
to be for this man, machine, and team to achieve our lofty goal 
on America’s mountain course. 

As another worn saying goes, “There’s always next year.” 
Which happens to be the 100th anniversary of America’s 
second oldest race... CUM 
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HOW HARB DO 


BY BLAKE CONNER 
ofOCR'APHY BY'JEFF ALLEN 


EBR 1190SX KTM 1290 SUPER DUKE R 






re you looking for the modern-day motorcycle equivalent to a muscle 
car? A bike that provides the heavy-metal soundtrack to your ride 
and makes you want to bang your head? A great-handling, powerful 
machinejwith comfortable upright ergonomics and something 
that makes you flash your lighter in the air for an encore? 


Look no further than an open-class 
naked, as one of these motorcycles 
should tick those boxes for you, and it’s 
literally about the most fun you can have 
on two wheels. For our test, we rounded 
up three sporting twins that we feel 
cover the spectrum of super nakeds from 
hard to heavy, including the new sportier 
BMW R1200R, EBR’s 1190SX naked 
superbike, and the current king of the 
hill, the KTM 1290 Super Duke R. 

We’re not going to pull your chain. 
These bikes can’t do it all, but they come 


damn close. As commuters, they will 
make you get up and head out the door 
an hour early just so you can extend 
your ride to work by 30 or 40 miles. 

As weekend warriors, you won’t find 
too many other bikes that are more 
entertaining strafing apexes and getting 
your adrenaline pumping. The one place 
they fall a bit short is on longer-distance 
rides (which we did anyway), where the 
lack of a fairing or any means of storage 
limits their utility and comfort. Even 
then, you’ll have a hard time not smiling. 


BMW R1200R: Shoot to Thrill 

This model has been a fixture in BMW’s 
lineup in one form or another for ages, 
but as the Bavarian company continues 
its path through a midlife crisis, so does 
its product line. The old R was getting 
pretty stodgy, the hairline receding, and 
the belly starting to get a bit plump. But 
BMW has clearly been on a mission to 
change its image, to shelf the perception 
that it only made bikes for baby boomers 
You can pretty much thank one bike— 
the S1000RR— for opening the door to a 
younger generation of BMW customer. 
But, across the range, BMWs have been 
injected with a sportier genealogy (little 
blue pills?), and the R is no exception. 

One look at the front end of the 
R1200R was all it took to understand 
that BMW wanted a sportier chassis. 
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Gone is the Telelever front end, and in 
its place is a 45mm inverted telescopic 
fork. “I was very impressed with this 
R1200RS sporting capability,” Road Test 
Editor Don Canet said, “particularly so 
considering its comfort and convenience 
features, including a tail rack and 
centerstand. Pretty unassuming bike 
at a glance, but it makes easy work of 
winding back roads.” 

When you are choosing your option 
package, make sure it includes ESA; you 
will thank us. “ESA II’s Dynamic mode 
delivered great feel and feedback when 
heating up the pace on winding roads,” 
Canet added. “Dynamic felt harsh on 
the freeway, but a push of the button to 
toggle into the Road setting frees the 
damping and allows the bike to float over 
bumps and slab joints.” Our only comfort 
gripe is the exceptionally close seat-to- 
peg relationship due to the 31.1-inch seat 
height. There is a much taller option. If 
you have legs, you will want to opt for it. 

The R is the lightest BMW to use the 
latest liquid-cooled 1470CC boxer twin. 


* 


•if*" 
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The engine provides excellent thrust, and 
the quickshifter keeps it on the boil with 
ridiculous ease, while the no-clutch auto- 
blip downshift is pure magic. 

Those not in the know will totally 
underestimate the R’s potential; it is 
as much of a “sleeper” as there is in 
motorcycling. The R is the AC/DC of our 
group; it pumps out a simple, rhythmic 
cadence and is anything but flashy yet 
rocks loud and hard. It’s only when you 
really wrench the bike’s throttle and tap 
into the 78.5 pound-feet of peak torque 
hammering out of sweeping bends that 
you really get it. On the B-Side, hit the 
freeway, click it in sixth, hit the cruise 
control, and the engine is supremely 
smooth, making for a relaxing ride. 

EBR1190SX: Ace of Spades 

What can we say about EBR other 
than it is quickly on the way to either 
representing motorcycling’s proverbial 
unicorn or the dodo bird, depending on 
your opinion. Either way, the reality is 
that we already had an 1190SX on order 
from Erik Buell and company just prior 
to creditors’ dead-bolting EBR’s doors 
back in April. So when a crate with this 
seriously endangered species showed up 


BMW 

R1200R 
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BMW R1200R 

EBR1190SX 

KTM 1290 SUPER DUKER 

Price 

© 

$18,639 (as tested) 

$15,995 

$16,999 

Dry weight 

© 

501 lb. 

4161b. 

446 lb. 

Wheelbase 

© 

60.0 in. 

56.0 in. 

58.7 in. 

Seat height 

© 

30.7 in. 

32.3 in. 

32.7 in. 

Fuel mileage 

© 

45 mpg 

37 mpg 

42 mpg 

1/4 mile 

© 

10.76 sec. @123.36 mph 

10.13 sec. @139.60 mph 

10.07 sec. @138.88 mph 

0-60 mph 

© 

2.8 sec. 

2.6 sec. 

2.7 sec. 

Top gear, 40-60 mph 

© 

3.0 sec. 

3.2 sec. 

3.1 sec. 

Top gear, 60-80 mph 

© 

3.0 sec. 

3.4 sec. 

3.0 sec. 

Top speed 

© 

142 mph 

161 mph 

158 mph 

Horsepower 

© 

107.7 @ 7720 rpm 

153.8 @10,510 rpm 

151.3 @9130 rpm 

Torque 

© 

78.5 lb. -ft. @ 5170 rpm 

84.6 lb. -ft. @ 8050 rpm 

94.6 lb. -ft. @ 8060 rpm 

Braking, 30-0 mph 

© 

30 ft. 

30 ft. 

31ft. 

Braking, 60-0 mph 

© 

119 ft. 

126 ft. 

127 ft. 


on a truck for Editor-in-Chief Mark Hoyer 
and me to unload, it was akin to an Elvis 
sighting (skinny Elvis, by the way). 

The single most frustrating thing 
about the SX, and EBR in general, is that 
there is so much damn potential in this 
package. Haters are going to be haters, 
but when Buell the man was finally 
untethered from his umbilical cord to 
Harley, he was able to start to prove that 
his concepts and solutions weren’t just 
gimmicks but had sound engineering 
and provided excellent performance. 

In stripped-down SX form, the 
i,i90cc, 72-degree, liquid-cooled twin is 
essentially the same specification as the 
one in the RX superbike. In the SX, the 
engine produced 154 hp and 84.6 pound- 
feet of torque, which means it’s giving up 
7 hp of top-end power versus the 2014 RX 
we tested (“Big Booms,” July 2014). Unlike 
the BMW and KTM, which between the 
two feature virtually every electronic 
bell and/or whistle currently utilized in 


' Available with every bell 
and whistle BMW has 
’ Excellent comfort 
’ Total sleeper performance 


EBR 

1190SX 



Competitive power output 
Excellent handling and 
feedback 

America’s own streetfighter 


KTM1BD 

SUPER 

DUKER 



Torque, torque, torque 
Awesome electronics: tame 
or mental 

Top-quality suspension 


Options inflate price a lot 
Just a bikini fairing short of 
awesome 

“Pro Modes” should be 
standard, not options 

1 Vibration through bars/pegs 
Seat torture on longer rides 
You may never actually get 
to ride one 

Can’t toggle TC/ABS on fly 
Threat to license 
How about electronic 
suspension? 


motorcycling, the EBR has a much more 
basic electronics package. What you get 
is 21-level traction control, but since the 
SX doesn’t use ride by wire, there are no 
power modes or true wheelie control, etc. 

Compared to the other bikes in this 
test, the EBR is a bit gruff and grumpy 
(and also louder since the factory muffler 
was replaced by stub stacks), kind of 
the motorcycling equivalent to Lemmy 
Kilmister, Motorhead frontman. Off 
stage, it’s a bit uncomfortable and not 
in its element, but once in front of the 
microphone, the bassy twin produces 
a raw, fast, furious, and unapologetic 
soundtrack to your ride. It never feels 
snappy or aggressive, but it does drive 
hard. Somehow it’s almost turbodiesel- 
like and nearly as quick as the KTM at 
the strip. A bit of low-frequency vibration 
through the handlebar and footpegs, a 
deceptively slow-revving nature, and 
less-than-perfect fueling keep the SX 
engine from feeling as refined or as 
exciting as the other two machines here. 

But that chassis! Man, does this 
thing handle. The bike snaps into turns 
instantly, is dead stable and neutral 
once there, and grip from the front end 
is totally dependable. After many years 
of Buell and EBR rim brakes that were 
just okay or somewhat flawed, the SX 
testbike’s rim brake worked very well, 
but where is the ABS? 

KTM 1290 Super Duke R: Whiplash 

Our love for KTM’s 1290 Super Duke R is 
well documented. How can you not love 
an audacious machine that takes the term 
“brute force” to a whole new level? And 
yet it provides a means of taming it— via 
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can’t figure out if EBRhas already played 
its farewell tour or if it has another 
comeback up its sleeve, it has to go on 
stage first. In a perfect world, EBR would 
rebound once again with better resources 
and live to see another day where it could 
spend the kind of money its competitors 
do on electronics and development. What 
the company achieved in a very short 
time with an exceptionally small staff is 
pretty amazing. As of this writing, EBR 
was set to be auctioned with the hoped- 
for result being renewed production. As 
for the bike itself, it has great potential, 
but it clearly met its match in the form 
of the two ultra-refined Euros, especially 
considering that it is very close in price 
without offering as many features. 

In the middle of the lineup is the BMW. 
Now, just like any big show, you might 
have purchased the ticket for the middle 
act in the first place. Get in, see them 
play, and hit the exit before the parking 
lot is jammed. The BMW proved to be 
incredibly enjoyable to ride in every 
situation we threw at it. It’s comfortable, 
electronically sophisticated, torquey, 
and handles extremely well. If flying 
under the radar is the perfect recipe to 
having fun without attracting unwanted 
attention, the R might just be your perfect 
match. If there is one thing lacking in the 
R’s set list, it’s that knockout hit. 

For us, the KTM 1290 Super Duke 
R provides that track. It is amazingly 
versatile, with electronics that allow it 
to hum along like a good ballad when in 
Rain or Road mode, and then with the 
flick of a few buttons you are suddenly 
thrashing down the road with the front 
wheel in the air, the rear tire spinning 
and your heart racing as the bike 
unleashes its full potential. Combine the 
power- chord- chunk engine performance 
with a chassis that is as sharp and 
precise as ripping a good solo, and you 
have our winner. Encore, encore, encore! 
Well, until the cops come in and bust up 
the show... £'W 


its excellent electronics— for when you 
don’t feel like jumping into the mosh pit. 

It might be a bit too much to say 
that the Super Duke R is all about the 
engine, but when something steals your 
attention as much as the i,30icc twin in 
this bike does, it’s kind of hard to ignore. 
Those two massive 108mm pistons 
pound out a deep beat reminiscent of 
Lars Ulrich drilling his Tama double 
bass drum kit into submission. 

For sure, this bike makes an 
impressive 151 hp, but it’s the Hayabusa- 
lilce 95 pound-feet of torque that hits 
you like a concussion grenade. With 
the ride mode switched to Sport (ultra 
snappy) and the TC turned off, you 
quickly discover how raw and brutally 
fast this bike is; clutching up fourth-gear 
wheelies at ridiculously illegal speeds is 
so easy that we would strongly advise 
against riding in any mode other than 
Rain (soft delivery/less output) around 
town. It’s your license. Don’t say we 
didn’t warn you. 

But for sure this bike has a lot more 
up its sleeve than simply a kick-ass 
engine. The chassis is amazing too. As 
the flagship sportbike in KTM’s lineup, 
the Super Duke R got all the good stuff: 


Up front is a burly, fully adjustable 
48mm inverted WP fork that provides 
excellent feel and damping, while a shock 
of the same make controls the single- 
sided swingarm out back. Its Brembo 
monoblocks are near perfection too. We 
pretty much left the manually adjustable 
suspension alone. The fork and shock 
provided precise damping on a wide 
variety of twisty roads, from potholed to 
smooth, yet proved to not be punishing 
on the freeway. 

On that subject, the night of our photo 
shoot, I rode the Super Duke 175 miles 
home from above Santa Barbara after 
already logging 325 miles that day. I can 
attest to the fact that despite the lack of a 
fairing, the ergonomics and seat proved 
to be amazingly comfortable, which was 
the last thing on earth I expected this 
master of mayhem to provide. 


Coda 

If this were a huge outdoor music 
festival, someone has got to be the 
opener, and someone has to be the 
headliner. That’s just the way it is. So 
who hits the stage before the sun fades 
over the horizon? In this test, that’s easy. 
Considering that as of this writing, we 
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READY TO RACE 




BY DON CANET 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JEFF ALLEN 


KAWASAKI VERSYS 65 


DRAGSTER 

SUZUKI GSX-R750 . 
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A re yoii one of these peoplerwh 
crack a smile unless' you’re mi 
class bike? If so, you probably 
ridden any of these middlewe 
of these dissimilar machine^ 
way, will have you grinning^ 
to ear inside your trusty full-i 
We know that the definition of fun is ah 
the European and Asian continents separat 
of Italian- and Japanese-built motorcycles, 
to be visually titillated before the sidestanc 
stowed; others need the wail of the exhaus 
acceleration. Still, others find the most joy 
an overnight trip and taking all day to ride 
Wherever you are on that spectrum, cha 
good that one of these personality-packed, 
middleweights is calling your name. 










FUn-FHETOR mtUDLEUM EIGHTS 



DUCATI HYPERMOTARD SP 


Conceived a decade ago during the 
supermoto boom, the Pierre Terblanche- 
styled Hypermotard applied dirt 
bike-inspired elements to a road- 
going platform powered by a 1,078a:, 
desmodromic, air-cooled, two-valve, 
90-degree V-twin. The Hypermotard 
SP, introduced two years ago, employs 
Ducati’s 82icc liquid-cooled V-twin 
featuring four-valve heads and 11-degree 


valve overlap, which provides much 
smoother low-rpm operation and 
instant-on power across the rev range. 
Awesome torque here. 

Our SP testbike gets additional tasty 
bits: forged Marchesini wheels, grippier 
Pirelli Supercorsa SP tires, a race-quality 
50mm Marzocchi fork, and an Ohlins 
shock. The $2,800 upgrade is completed 
with a carbon-fiber front mud guard and 
engine covers, plus a race-derived saddle. 


A warning: While the SP’s taller stance 
provides superior cornering clearance, 
sub-6-footers will be balancing on tiptoes 
at stops. But there’s big-time fun to be had 
once the bike is in gear and the light-pull 
ATPC slipper/assist clutch is engaged. The 
chug-a-lug low-rev drive snatch of yore 
is absent, transforming the Hyper into 
an urban weapon that turns crosstown 
errands into your own personal sorties. 

With Ducati selectable ride 
modes, eight-level TC, and ABS, the 
Hypermotard tracks true, and wheelies 
are kept in check if you’re not in the 
mood. But when you’re feeling it, simply 
dial back the electronic intervention 
and unleash that Hyper personality. 
Back-road blasts are just that, a blast, 
aided by light handling, crisp ride-by- 
wire throttle, and excellent Brembo 
monoblock brakes. In capable hands on 
the right tight roads, the Hypermotard 
can shred liter-class supersports. 

It just doesn’t get any more fun than 
that. 

KAWASAKI VERSYS 650 LT 

For many of us, the greatest joy is found 
in two-wheel travel and adventure. But 
the machines that fuel such fancy often 
carry a high premium. Not the Versys 
650 LT; it turns dreams into reality at a 
very reasonable $8,699. This Kawasaki, 
a versatile everyday mount, is also a 
world-class workday commuter. 
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MV ACUSTA BRUTALE 800 DRAGSTER 


The Versys 650 received some comfort 
upgrades for 2015, including a roomier 
seat-to-peg relationship, a larger fairing, 
a height-adjustable windscreen, and 
revised rubber mounts for the engine 
and handlebar. As a result, this bike 
has all-day ergonomics, and minimal 
vibration from the liquid-cooled 649CC 
parallel twin reaches the rider. 

Sporting and load-carrying capability 
for 2015 has been improved for solo 
and two-up riding thanks to a Showa 
SFF inverted 41mm long-travel fork 
(offering spring preload and rebound 
damping adjustment) and a new shock 
absorber featuring remote spring preload 
adjustment. ABS is also standard. 

Best of all, the LT version is equipped 
with hand guards and a pair of 28-liter 
color-matched saddlebags that utilize the 
same key as the ignition. Having lived 
with this same bag design on our long- 
term Ninja 1000 , 1 am a big proponent of 
its helmet-swallowing practicality, plus 
its ease of installation and removal. 

On freeways, curvy mountain routes, 
even graded dirt roads, both solo and 
two-up, the LT took every mile in stride. 
Indeed, on this new Kawasaki, the 
possibilities for fun and exploration 
seem limitless. 


MV AGUSTA BRUTALE 800 DRAGSTER 

When you’re looking to express your 
passion with a bike that stands out from 
the crowd, the head naturally turns to 
Italy. And one glance at the MV Brutale 


most soul-stirring engines from Europe 
in recent years. As you click through 
the Dragster’s quickshift-assisted, 
close-ratio six-speed gearbox, it’s as if 
you’re hearing angels singing out the 
Dragster’s triple-outlet exhaust. 

Seated in the rock-hard saddle, you’ll 
feel every pebble in the road transmitted 
though the firmly calibrated 42mm 
Marzocchi fork and Sachs shock. The 
seat also has an aggressive forward cant 
that feels best when you’re accelerating 
hard or while lofting the front wheel. 
And speaking of wheelies, the fun is a 
mere snap of right wrist away in the 
bottom three cogs when the eight-level 
TC is dialed back to a minimal setting. 

As on MV’s flagship F4 superbike, 
MVICS (Motor and Vehicle Integrated 
Control System) gives the Dragster 
custom adjustability with Sport, 

Normal, and Rain ride modes. About 
the only thing it can’t alter is the sweep 
angle of the handlebar... 

As quirky as the Dragster’s stubby 
seat appears at first sight, I recall having 
the same reaction over an odd Due tail 
gracing the original Monster. If history is 
any indication, such things grow on you. 

SUZUKI GSX-R750 

A throwback to superbikes of the 1980s 
and ’90s, the GSX-R750 celebrates its 
30th anniversary this year, having 
outlived all other 750CC sporting fours, 


family of sport-naked models is all it 
takes to see that these bikes tickle the 
two-wheel funny bone like none other. 

The Brutale 800 Dragster starts with a 
proven engine/chassis package and takes 
it down the road of outrageous style, 
eventually becoming what is perhaps 
best described as a contemporary 
sport bobber. Fully exposed within the 
unique-looking chassis is MV’s liquid- 
cooled 798CC inline-three, one of the 
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FUn-FHETOR minnLEUM EIGHTS 


THE NUMBERS 


BIKE DUCATI HYPERMOTARD SP KAWASAKI VERSYS 650 LT MV AGUSTA BRUTALE 800 DRAGSTER SUZUKI GSX-R750 


Price 

© 

$14,995 

$7,599 

$14,798 

$12,299 

Dry weight 

0 

411 lb. 

468 lb. 

420 lb. 

397 lb. 

Wheelbase 

0 

59.5 in. 

55.7 in. 

54.6 in. 

54.7 in. 

Seat height 

© 

35.4 in. 

33.3 in. 

31.7 in. 

31.7 in. 

Fuel mileage 

© 

42 mpg 

47 mpg 

36 mpg 

46 mpg 

1/4 mile 

© 

11.17 sec. @118.67 mph 

12.51 sec. @103.45 mph 

10.66 sec. @126.65 mph 

10.35 sec. @136.91 mph 

0-60 mph 

© 

3.0 sec. 

3.8 sec. 

2.9 sec. 

2.9 sec. 

Top gear, 40-60 mph 

© 

3.3 sec. 

4.1 sec. 

2.8 sec. 

3.8 sec. 

Top gear, 60-80 mph 

© 

3.6 sec. 

4.8 sec. 

3.0 sec. 

3.5 sec. 

Top speed 

© 

131 mph 

Ill mph 

140 mph 

163 mph 

Horsepower 

© 

91.0 @ 9290 rpm 

63.2 @ 8530 rpm 

110.4 @11,530 rpm 

122.2 @12,530 rpm 

Torque 

© 

55.9 Ib.-ft. @ 7650 rpm 

43.6 Ib.-ft. @7100 rpm 

54.6 Ib.-ft. @ 8810 rpm 

54.0 Ib.-ft. @11,110 rpm 

Braking, 30-0 mph 

© 

32 ft. 

32 ft. 

32 ft. 

30 ft. 

Braking, 60-0 mph 

© 

127 ft. 

128 ft. 

132 ft. 

129 ft. 



CHANCES ARE 
GOOD THAT 
ONE OF THESE 
PERSONALITY- 
PACKED, 
NON-RETRO 
MIDDLEWEIGHTS 
IS CALLING YOUR 
NAME. 


the last of which faded into history a 
decade ago. While Suzuki is motivated 
by heritage, the GSX-R750 remains 
relevant due to its superb balance of 
power, weight, handling, and price. 

To truly appreciate this bike, you need 
to know one thing above all: It shares 
its chassis with its 600 supersport 
sibling. An oversquare bored and stroked 
version of a bike designed and developed 
for racing at the world championship 
level, the GSX-R750 delivers sharp and 
agile handling with a dose of midrange 
delivery that makes it shine as a real- 
world streetbilce. 

Pulling away from a stop is a breeze, 
thanks to clean response and ample 
bottom-end torque. Butter-smooth shift 
action and seamless delivery throughout 
the rev range make for fluid acceleration, 
while the slipper clutch alleviates any rear 
wheel hop when downshifting on corner 
entry. Yes, this Gixxer foregoes electronic 
rider aids (no TC or ABS here), but it does 
feature two levels of S-DMS (Suzuki 
Drive Mode Selector) that can be toggled 
on the fly. You can choose between full 
power and a reduced power/response 


setting when road conditions are sketchy. 

Steadfast stability, telepathic front-end 
feel, excellent cornering clearance, and 
confidence-inspiring Brembo monoblock 
calipers allow the GSX-R pilot to hit his 
marks with the utmost precision. 


If canyon carving or traclcdays top 
your list of fast and fun activities, there’s 
no better scalpel than the GSX-R750 for 
the skilled hand. 

SEVERAL SHADES OF FUN 

Face it: Picking a winner among these 
vastly dissimilar machines would 
reflect a rider’s personal preferences 
and interests more than anything. The 
Hypermotard’s intoxicating frolic factor 
is impossible to ignore, and the versatile 
Versys 650 LT shines in its sheer utility. 
As for the head-turning MV Dragster, 
it’s hard-core fun best enjoyed in small 
doses. And anybody looking for a classic 
superbike should seek out the GSX-R750, 
which delivers refined unfiltered 
performance. EJU 



DUCAT! 

9 

• Super supermoto 

• Wheelies! 

• Premium sport radials 

• Abittwitchy 
•Traffic-ticket magnet 
•Too tall Jones 

KAWASAKI 

VERSYS 

‘” lT II*© 

•Super comfy forthe 
long haul 

•Great bags included 
• Sporty and very practical 

• Nocenterstand due to 

exhaust 

• No compression-damping 
adjustment forfork 

E<yS|> 

• Great engine performance 
and feel 

• Invigorating exhaust note 

• Extensive electronics 

• Rock-hard saddle 

• Clumsy dash interface 

• Wheelie bar not included 


• 600 handling, 750 power 

• Extensive racing pedigree 

• Don’t need no stinkin’ 

electronic intervention 

• Some might say it’s a relic 

• She is getting long in the 
tooth 

•No ABS 


54 CYCLE WORLD OCTOBER 2015 



GMBissa 


See the 2016 TCX BOOTS lineup at AIM Expo Orlando October 17-18 ridetcxboots.com 



GORE-TEX® Membrane 
Performance Comfort Footwear 


I.F.S. - Instep Fit System 

Ergonomic closure band 
positioned for a 
precision fit. 


■ CE CERTIFICATION EN 13634:2010 
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II ALU 6060 Aluminum 
Replaceable Buckles 


NEW INFINITY EVO GO RE-TEX® WITH MICHELIN ANAKEE III TECHNOLOGY SOLE DESIGN 

ADVENTURE HAS A NEW FOOTPRINT 


Hi? COMPOUND: 

- HIGH GRIP, ANTI-SUP ON DRY AND WET SURFACES 
(SRC - Slip Resistance according to EN 13634:2010) 

- HIGH THERMO ABRASION RESISTANCE 
-HEAT RESISTANCE SCULPTURES 


THE SOLE INSPIRED BY MICHELIN 
ANAKEE III TIRE TECHNOLOGY 



y Transverse grooves 
evacuate water and 

# 

for maximum wet 


surface grip. 

'X 

** Beveled lateral grooves 
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channel mud and gravel 


to when off-road. 
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help to provide consistent 
lateral grip even as 
the tire wears. 
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By Peter Jones Photography by Drew Ruiz 


I WENT TO STURGIS, BUT NO ONE WAS THERE. THAT’S 
BECAUSE I WENT IN JUNE. THIS WASN’T BY ACCIDENT. 

A good half-dozen times I’ve attended the motorcycle rally that’s 
colloquially called Sturgis. Each time I come away with an unfulfilled 
curiosity about western South Dakota. In the fog of 300,000 to 400,000 
motorcyclists, it’s impossible to experience the authentic character of 
the region. Yet beneath the rumbling haze of din and spectacle, there’s 
a hint that it’s a special place. There’s a hint of something. 

This year marked the 75th motorcycle rally that’s been taking place 
in Sturgis. But Sturgis isn’t just the name of a small town of 6,500 
in western South Dakota. For a week each year it’s the name of the 
largest community in that entire state, with an estimated population 
of 400,000. During that week, Sturgis isn’t just a single, static 
town; it’s a whole region. It starts in Wall, South Dakota, near the 
Badlands, and extends west to Devils Tower, Wyoming. It’s bordered 
on the north by Belle Fourche and on the south by Hot Springs, 
encompassing more than 12,000 square miles of buttes and bluffs, 
needles, hoodoos, and what-have-yous. And in the middle of it stand 
the majestic and mysterious Black Hills. So just what is this thing 
called Sturgis when it’s not this thing called Sturgis? I had to know. 


STURGIS 
2015 


f 
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ENCOMPASSING 
MORE THAN 
12,000 

SQUARE MILES 
OF BUTTES 
AND BLUFFS, 
NEEDLES, 
HOODOOS, AND 
WHAT-HAVE- 
YOUS. AND IN 
THE MIDDLE OF 
IT STAND THE 
MAJESTIC AND 
MYSTERIOUS 
BLACK HILLS. 

SO JUST 
WHAT IS THIS 
THING CALLED 
STURGIS WHEN 
IT’S NOT THIS 
THING CALLED 
STURGIS? I HAD 
TO KNOW. 


For my ride, I picked up a nice blue 2015 Road 
Glide from Black Hills Harley-Davidson. There 
was my first evidence that Sturgis was only yet far 
distant thunder. The expanded acres of pavement 
surrounding the dealership, which itself recently 
tripled in size, was mostly vacant. Black Hills 
Harley-Davidson is a must-stop for many riders 
attending Sturgis, located right off Interstate 90, 
just north of Rapid City. On any day during the 
event its parking area is an ocean of motorcycles, 
with Harley baggers heartily dominating the count. 

I’d never before ridden this model of Harley- 
Davidson, with its frame-mounted fairing, just 
reintroduced into the lineup after taking a year off. 

I was concerned it might feel weird not having the 
fairing move with the handlebars, but it took about 
two seconds to get comfortably accustomed to the 
Road Glide. 

A night in Rapid City at the Hotel Alex Johnson put 
me into the right frame of mind. Built in 1928, a year 
after sculpting began at Mount Rushmore, the hotel 
has a Native American interior motif. The lobby 
has life-size castings of heads in full headdress, 
and mosaic tiling on the floor and chandelier is 
ornamented with swastikas. These swastikas tend 


to shock the uninformed, not knowing that they’re 
an archetypal symbol dating from Neolithic times. 

Thursday night in Rapid City is party night. All 
summer long. Art Ally is lined with vendors, while a 
full sound stage blocks 7th Street. The packed crowd 
is a mix of locals, near-locals, and tourists, many 
sporting cowboy hats but few wearing black T-shirts. 

Some 40 miles north, Sturgis on a June Friday 
morning is a dusty agricultural town. Lazelle Street, 
the primary boulevard through Sturgis, almost 
looks normal, except for an unusual number of large 
parking lots. The famous Knuckle Saloon was open 
for business, and there was even a vendor set up on 
the corner selling T-shirts. Weirdest of all, Main 
Street had cars and pickups parked on it. Plus one 
blue motorcycle. 

We met with Mayor Mark Carstensen on the 
corner of Main and Harley-Davidson Way, which 












was formerly 2nd Street. On the northwest corner 
on the intersection the Harley-Davidson Rally 
Point was busily under construction, scheduled for 
dedication July 31, 2015. 

Carstensen has been mayor of Sturgis since 2011. 
Shortly after he was elected, a new city manager 
was appointed, and they drafted an economic 
development plan that is now bearing fruit. “As far 
as City Hall goes, we’re working on the rally all year 
round. About 70 percent of the time that’s what we’re 
working on. 

“We’ve created new ordinances with the goal 
of downtown revitalization. We want year- 
round business— business that will invest in the 
community. Like this rally point funded by Harley. 
The city owns it, but we were able to build it without 
city funds. It’s not just for them for the rally. It’s 
for the city. It will have a fireplace, benches. It’s a 
meeting place for us. Our Christmas tree will be 
there. It’s for the city.” 

When asked how much money the rally brings 
into the city of Sturgis, Mayor Carstensen said, 

“The number that’s used is statewide because 
the impact is that wide. It’s a billion dollars that’s 
estimated to come into the state each year due to 
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THE MAIN 
POINT OF 
THIS JOURNEY 
THOUGH ISN’T 
TO DWELL ON 
EMPTY LOTS 
AND DESERTED 
STREETS; 

IT’S TO ENGAGE 
IN THE MANY 
PLACES 
ACROSS THE 
REGION THAT 
ARE CHOKED 
WITH BIKES 
AND BIKERS 
DURING THE 
EVENT, TO SEE 
WHAT THEY’RE 
REALLY LIKE. 


the rally. Sturgis is only so big, so the rally covers a 
lot of other ground. And it’s a big state to cross, so 
the benefit is statewide.” 

Doing some quick math in my head, it would 
take 400,000 bikers spending $2,500 each to arrive 
at a billion dollars. For a five-night stay, plus food, 
beer, event tickets, beer, gas, and beer, $2,500 per 
attendee seems a reasonable guess. But what about 
the thousands of vendors, and vendor fees, and taxes, 
and... I think a billion dollars is a low estimate. For 
Sturgis, the V of “twins” is V for “victory.” 

The mayor joined us for a stop at the fairgrounds, 
located on a low bluff just a few blocks from the city 
center. It’s where the first Black Hills Classic was 
held, founded by Clarence “Pappy” Hoel and the 
Jackpine Gypsies. The short-track racing took place 
on this dirt half-mile. Like every long-standing rally, 
racing was the core excuse that the Sturgis rally was 
built around. But the 75th will be the last rally that 
this short track will see; the fairgrounds are being 
relocated east of the city. 

“A half-mile track, an MX track, and rodeo 
grounds that are separate are going to be built,” 
Carstensen said. “This area will be purposed 


WL *. 0W 4 m 

differently, with households, We have a VA hospital 
that’s a big economic driver for us. That’s what the 
housing here will be for— for families to move here, 
work here, live here.” 

The main point of this journey though isn’t to 
dwell on empty lots and deserted streets; it’s to 
engage in the many places across the region that are 
choked with bikes and bikers during the event, to 
see what they’re really like. The purpose is to smell 
the sweet grass, pet a buffalo, wrestle a mountain 
goat. Maybe buy a cowboy hat. 

On the high prairie just east of Sturgis stands 
the imposing Bear Butte. It dominates the northern 
horizon of famed, party-central Buffalo Chip. It’s a 
majestic, igneous anomaly, rising about 1,200 feet 
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above the prairie. It was, and still is, sacred to the 
many tribes of the Sioux and Cheyenne. In 1857, an 
estimated 10,000 Sioux gathered there to plan their 
future. Red Cloud, Sitting Bull, and Crazy Horse 
were there. It’s where the Creator communicates to 
Native Americans; as was their way, it’s basically a 
church built by the Creator. 

In many places in this region— Bear Butte, Black 
Hills, Devils Tower— prayer cloth and tobacco 
pouches hang from trees. These are religious 
offerings and must be left undisturbed. Without 
getting into the current politics or disputes of this 


DON’T RIDE A 
MOTORCYCLE 
AFTER DARK 
THROUGH 
OPEN BUFFALO 
RANGE. 
THEY ARE 
PERFECTLY 
CAMOUFLAGED 
TO BE COM- 
PLETELY 
INVISIBLE 
AFTER DUSK. 
THEIR DARK, 
FLUFFY FUR 
SUCKS IN 
THE GLOW OF 
HEADLIGHTS, 
MAKING THEM 
APPEAR AS 
EMPTY 
SHADOWS 
AGAINST 
BLACKNESS. 


region, please note that many sites in western South 
Dakota are sacred to the Sioux, and the Sioux still 
live in the area. 

Devils Tower is an exposed magma plug. Its 
unpleasant-sounding description doesn’t do justice 
to its monolithic magnificence. It lords over the 
surrounding bluffs with authority, standing 
shockingly steep and tall, built out of weirdly angled 
pillars. It almost makes no sense that it exists. 

Devils Tower is a mistranslation of the Lalcota 
Sioux name Mato Tipi, which means Bear Lodge. Of 
course, it’s sacred— like another natural-born church. 
It’s the sort of geological feature that could make a 
believer out of a doubter. 

We had approached Devils Tower from Belle 
Fourche. Don’t do that. Take Route 14 from 
Sundance. Approaching Devils Tower from that 
route shows it standing out in full blossom against 
its surroundings. From Sundance the road crosses 
high ground, providing grand views for many miles 


before you arrive. 

Spearfish Canyon is an inconvenient route to take 
from the northern edge of the Black Hills down to 
Deadwood. Fortunately, riding in the Black Hills is 
all about enjoying inconvenient routes. Route 14A 
originates in the city of Spearfish, where summer 
party night is on Fridays. The route follows the floor 
of a narrow canyon that winds its way for a dozen 
miles into the hills, passing by Bridal Veil Falls. 

Deadwood is the party town of South Dakota. By 
luck, we’d arrived on the weekend of the Wild Bill 
Days. For an authentic experience, we stayed in the 
Franklin Hotel, which is the historic hotel of the 
Silverado Casino. 

Two blocks of Deadwood’s Main Street were 
blocked off, with local bands warming up the crowd 
for Crystal Gayle. Unlike Sturgis, Main Street in 
Deadwood is thriving year-round, with barely a 
storefront unoccupied. Plus, nearly every building is 
from the 19th century, with the new ones designed 


CYCLEWORLD.COM 61 



CUM FEHTURE MM MMT- STU MM B M S , 2MMM5 



W) 

IT’S REAL, 

IT’S FAKE, 

IT’S CARVED 
IN STONE, 

IT’S BEEN 
IN MOVIES, 

AND IT’S THE 
LARGEST 
STONE 
CARVING 
THAT YOU’LL 
EVER SEE 
(UNLESS YOU 
DRIVE 17 MILES 
SOUTHWEST 
TO THE 
CRAZY HORSE 
MONUMENT). 


to complement the historic attitude of the town, its 
street paved in brick. 

Of course, the Wild Bill that this event refers to 
is Hiclcolc, who famously got dead in Deadwood, 
leaving a curse on a hand of aces and eights since 
early August of 1876. Across the street from where 
he was shot, and a block south, is the No. 10 Saloon. 

It has a chair on display that is claimed to be the one 
Hiclcok was sitting in when he died. It’s a completely 
unsubstantiated claim. 

We had some beverages there, while sitting next 
to a couple from Sioux Falls who were celebrating 
their 20th wedding anniversary. She works in upper 
management at a corporation while he, in her words, 
“...earns his living on the back of a horse.” A cowboy. 

She continued, “You should see him there, talking 
to the horses, learning who they are. When I see him 
doing that... There is no other man.” 

Here they were, celebrating 20 years of marriage, 
in the same silly, rowdy, cowboy bar where they’d 
spent their wedding night. She pointed out to me an 
old framed photo high on one wall, of an unknown 
frontier woman. She said that her husband and 
her vowed their love to each other in front of that 
picture on their wedding night and that whenever 
they return they repeat the vow. 

There I was, sitting with a photographer I’d never 
met before, yet otherwise in life alone, wondering 
why I’d gotten my dream of that so wrong so many 
times. 

“Barkeep, I’d like another beer.” 

MOUNT RUSHMORE. It’s real, it’s fake, it’s carved 
in stone, it’s been in movies, and it’s the largest 
stone carving that you’ll ever see (unless you drive 
17 miles southwest to the Crazy Horse Monument). 

It was created by Gutzon Borglum, who was the 
original sculptor of the Confederate Memorial on 
Stone Mountain in Georgia. He walked off that job 


following a dispute with that project’s funders but 
not until after he’d developed the tools for making 
big sculptures. 

Route 16A, heading south from between Mount 
Rushmore and Keystone, is unlike any other road 
in the USA. It has three Pigtail Bridges and narrow 
tunnels. The Pigtail Bridges are curves of more than 
360 degrees, looping the roadway over the top of 
itself. 

The tunnels were purposely carved to frame 
straight at Mount Rushmore, for travelers heading 
north. So be sure to stop and look back if you’re 
going south. The route is tight and slow going but 
provides an intimate cruise through the granite 
spires and tall pines of the Black Hills. 

Custer State Park covers much of the southern 
Black Hills. It’s a place where buffalo roam free. It’s 
also where mountain goats live, particularly in the 
Needles Highway area. The goats are brash, beastly, 
wild-eyed, and up to no good. They have horns. 
They’re tourists, just like you and me. Well, actually, 
they’re escapees. They were brought from the Rocky 
Mountains to a fenced enclosure in Custer State 
Park in the 1920s. All six of them escaped within a 
matter of weeks. They or their children have been 
committing incest all across the Black Hills ever 
since. So they’re a bit demented. 

Just last decade, two new groups of goats have 
been introduced to these inbreeders, to try to 
diversify the gene pool. Word is that the project has 
been effective. The goats likely won’t attack you, 
but they do love climbing things. Shiny, chromed 
motorcycles can be very attractive to them. 

Buffalo also roam freely in Custer. They’re 
actually bison, but we’re going to call them buffalo 
because, well, hey, most of us still call Native 
Americans Indians, and that’s a miss by half a 
world, proving that we don’t really care what we call 
something. Plus, if we don’t maintain the misnomer 
it creates all kinds of problems: Bison Bill? 

Don’t ride a motorcycle after dark through open 
buffalo range. They are perfectly camouflaged to be 
completely invisible after dusk. Their dark, fluffy 
fur sucks in the glow of headlights, making them 
appear as empty shadows against blackness. A 
mature male weighs about a ton, and most of that 
weight is muscle. They can run up to 40 mph. In 
a dragrace, a buffalo will likely beat your 6o-foot 
time. To them, the revving thunder of a big twin is a 
growl of challenge. A buffalo will accept a challenge. 

The Crazy Horse Monument is beset with 
controversy even among Native Americans. It was 
commissioned by an Oglala Lalcota Sioux chief, but, 
to many, it violates the sensitivities of Sioux culture. 
Carving a sculpture into mountain in the sacred 
Black Hills is considered sacrilegious by some. 
Additionally, it goes against any plausible wishes 
of Crazy Horse himself, a warrior who successfully 
never allowed a picture to be taken of him. So this 
monument isn’t even really of Crazy Horse; it’s an 
interpretive dramatization of him, at best. 
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GEOLOGICALLY, 
THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
UNEXPECTED 
AND WEIRD 
AROUND 
EVERY 
CORNER. 
EXPERIENCING 
THAT FOR A 
FEW DAYS CAN 
CHANGE YOU 
IN THE BEST 
WAY THAT 
TRAVEL CAN. 
...IF YOU LET 
YOURSELF BE 
CONSUMED BY 
ITS STARTLING 
FEATURES, 
AND FEEL 
ITS PULSE, 

IT BECOMES 
EASY TO 
UNDERSTAND 
WHY SO 
MUCH OF IT 
IS SACRED. 


Some, though, realize that fighting it would be 
just one more battle to lose, while yet others see it 
as an apt response to Mount Rushmore and a way 
for the Sioux to reclaim the Black Hills. Two things 
about it that are certain: It’s large, and you and I will 
be dead before it’s completed. 

Wind Cave National Park is at the Southern end 
of the Black Hills, covering an area of high, rolling 
prairie, where the grass was never tall like that 
on the Great Plains. Few attendees of the Sturgis 
rally make it this far south during the event, 
but those who do are rewarded by scenery that’s 
unique in yet a different way from the uniqueness 
of places already described. The speed limit seems 
unreasonably low, but that’s because there are 
buffalo on the highway. 

Wind Cave itself is something to see. It’s a 
network of miles of natural tunnels. The park offers 
a number of guided tours from which to choose. 

The cave was named for the remarkable breeze 
through its entry way, caused by a large volume of 
air exchanging through such a narrow opening due 
to the difference in temperature above and below 
ground, and the size of the cave. 

Were there a western South Dakota community 
that I’d invest in, it’d be Hot Springs. From a quick 
ride through town, it appears to have more closed 
businesses than open ones. But as is often the case, 
that same lack of money is what has saved its history. 
Its main avenue has some of the best examples of 
western mountain 19th century stone architecture. 

Strangely, Hot Springs, a town with a population 
of less than 4,000 and that’s 70 miles from the 
nearest interstate or airport, is where the yearly 
Miss South Dakota pageant takes place. 

East of the Black Hills and Rapid City are the 
Badlands, which are beautiful in their ugliness. 
Once a giant sea, followed by successive flood plains 
and riverbeds, it’s now a site of active erosion of 
tens of millions of years of sediment. It’s unfriendly 


yet inspiring. The Badlands yield huge amounts 
of fossils, dating from about 30 to 70 million years 
ago, including little horses that one time grazed this 
continent. 

Again, like so much of the region, the Badlands 
are unique in a way completely different from 
the rest of this region that’s packed with unique 
geological treasures. Badlands can be accessed from 
a number of directions, but a ride through it from 
the southwest to the north provides the best tour. 
After traversing the White River Valley and Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation, the loop of Route 240 to 
Wall gives a broad perspective of the Badlands from 
atop its northern ridge. 

In all, western South Dakota is enthralling. 
Geologically, there’s something unexpected and 
weird around every corner. Experiencing that for a 
few days can change you in the best way that travel 
can. It’s a place where Planet Earth has been active 
and inventive. If you let yourself be consumed by its 
startling features, and feel its pulse, it becomes easy 
to understand why so much of it is sacred. It’s a place 
of dynamics and drama. It’s a place that cannot be 
truly experienced during the congested cacophony 
of celebrating bikers. It requires many stops, walks, 
quiet, and a full immersion to comprehend. 

I’ve never been much for anthropomorphizing the 
natural world. What I’ve learned on this journey is 
to make an exception for that. For Native Americans, 
there’s no other plausible way to experience or 
comprehend the earth we live on than to respect it 
as a living being. In western South Dakota, the Black 
Hills embrace you with their comforting scale. You 
can feel the earth breathing against you at Wind 
Cave— sometimes inhaling, sometimes exhaling. 

You can see the anger in the Badlands. You can touch 
the sky above the prairie at Bear Butte. 

Added together, this region’s diverse extremes 
work on you with their conflicting excitements. 

Like a beachhead against an ocean or a convergence 
of two powerful rivers, it’s where air meets rock 
with drama. It’s a place that moves men’s hearts, just 
through the magic of its natural morphology. After 
a couple of days in the Black Hills, you can feel it 
inside you. 

At dusk on one evening, we were trying to reach 
Hot Springs before twilight ended, concerned to be 
out among the buffalo while riding a motorcycle 
after dark. But despite that, and despite being 
tired, despite being exhausted from another day of 
intense experiences, I stopped on the roadside in 
the rolling hills of Wind Cave. I stopped because 
we’d found what the region is, and I had to let us 
pause again to let it envelop us in silence. The 
thunderhead of a hailstorm covered the eastern 
sky, pink at its top miles above where the sun was 
still shining. Breezes drove waves across the lush 
grasses. The red western sky colored the air in gold. 
Wild animals grazed in the distance. I wondered if 
maybe the point isn’t to invest human qualities into 
nature but the other way around. EJMM 
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WANT ODO MODERN ELECTRICS PLUGGED PILOT WHEN HOT IS NOT MOTO GUZZI GRISO 


The Triumph Tiger 800 
is a solid all-rounder, 
but owner Al Carlstrom 
wants to know how he 
can get the odometer and 
tripmeterto tell him what 
he wants. 


SERVICE X 


ODO CO 

Q: 


ODO CONTROLS 

I have a 2014 Triumph Tiger 800 
“Roadie.” The odometer only 
displays for the first couple of 
seconds when I start the bike. Only 
a tripmeter is visible after that. After 
reading through the owner’s manual, 
there doesn’t seem to be a way to have 
the odometer displayed full time. A 
motorcycle engine can be re-mapped; 
can this display be “re-flashed” too? 

AL CARLSTROM 
NEW LONDON, PA 


A What is needed is a way to 
■“re-flash” our pitiful analog 
■ brains. Digital dashes can be 
dumbfounding. I have been humbled 
by Triumph’s clock and odometer 
reset procedure. Here’s the procedure, 
straight from the owner’s manual: 
When the ignition is switched on, the 
odometer is displayed for three seconds 
then the last trip reset is displayed. 
With the ignition on and bike in 
neutral, press and release button “A” 
until “set up” is displayed. Press button 
“B” once then press and release button 
“A” again until odometer mileage is 
visible. Simple, huh? Good luck. 

UPGRADE TO LEDS? 

Q l’m about halfway through a 
B nuts-and-bolts restoration of a 
■ 1971 Honda SL350K1. I’m keeping 
as much of it as possible fully original 
stock, but I do have a couple areas I’d 
like to improve. The bike has minimal 
electronics: headlight, taillight, brake 
light, and horn. I would like to upgrade 
the headlight and taillight with LEDs 
while keeping the original headlight 
shell and lens and the original taillight 
lens. I’d also like to improve the original 
drum brakes. Besides new brake 
shoes, what can I do to improve their 
effectiveness without changing the 
hub to a disc brake? Finally, with the 
variety of batteries available that were 
not available in 1971, what battery could 
you recommend for long service? I’ve 
been a Cycle World subscriber for over 
20 years— the magazine is excellent in 
every way. 

MATTBERENS 
WATERFORD, Ml 


A Flattery will get you far with us, 
■ for we are a shallow lot. Search 
■ the catalogs for the LED lights 
that tickle your fancy. I’d send the 
front brake to Vintage Brake (209/533- 
4346) to have the shoes redone with 
street Ferodo linings and also to check/ 
adjust for optimal operation in the 
drum. With a little subtle modification 
you should be able to fit either an 
AGM lead-acid or a lithium-ion battery. 
The AGM type is vastly superior in 
every way to your original lead-acid. 

No acid leaks, more power, and tons 
more longevity. A quick search showed 
a Yuasa YTZ7S (6AH, 4.6 pounds) or 
YTZ8V (7AH, 6 pounds) will fit easily. 
They are only 3/8 inches wider than 
your five-amp stoclcer and slightly 
smaller in the other dimensions. 

If you want the most power in the 
smallest package and the lightest 
weight, go with a lithium type. The 
downside? Manufacturers recommend 
a special charger, and your wallet will 
be lightened. Shorai, for example, has 
three of what it refers to as Case Size 
2 that will fit. The 7AH, 1.06-pound 
LFX07L2-BS12 goes for $99.95. The 
highest output LFX14L2 is 14AH, 

1.68 pounds. It costs $159.95, and the 
accompanying charger is $84.85. 

FOUL PLAY 

I am having spark/timing 
I B issues with my 1996 Honda 
■ ST1100 (non-ABS) with 44,000 
miles. I had a local shop perform a 
tune-up and they adjusted the valves, 
installed new intake boots and 
carb gaskets, and synchronized the 
carburetors. With the bike running 
well and about 100 miles on it since 
the tune-up, I took a 500-mile weekend 
trip, 300 miles on twisty, two-lane 
mountain roads, and 200 for the return 
trip home on the interstate at 70 to 
80 mph. As soon as I arrived home, I 
found myself having trouble keeping 
the bike idling and it seemed to be 
running on three cylinders. 

I pulled the spark plugs and found 
one to be carbon fouled. I replaced 
them to no avail. I then pulled the 
carbs and checked the floats and jet 
adjustments, loose screws, etc. but 
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BEST USED BIKES 

M0T0 GUZZI GRISO 


YEARS SOL 2006-present 

MSRP NEW $13,490 (’06) to $12,990 (’15) 

BLUE BOOK RETAIL VALUE: 

$5,280 (’06) to $11,440 (’15) 

BASIC SPECS: An air-/oil-cooled, 1,064cc, 
longitudinally mounted, 90-degree V-twin 
powering the early Criso saw significant 
performance upgrades in 2009 with the 
introduction of the Criso 1200 8V and 
the current eight-valve 1,151cc engine. A 
centrally located chain-driven camshaft 
operates the valves via pushrods, while 
twin throttle bodies and Weber-Marelli 
electronic fuel injection meters air and 
fuel. The frame has 50mm tubular steel 
spars running from the steering head to 
the swingarm pivot plates, with the engine 
serving as a stressed member. The shaft 
drive features a proprietary full-floating 
crown-and-pinion unit that eliminates 
chassis jacking typical of shaft drive. 

ESIRABLE: As Guzzi’s sport- 
naked, the Criso is crafted with a good 
dose of Italian flair. The engine produces 
robust torque in a throbbing way that is 
uniquely soothing to the senses. When the 
pace heats up, its sporting suspension, 
tires, and brakes allow full exploitation 
of the chassis and its excellent cornering 
clearance. On the highway, a rangy 60.9- 
inch wheelbase equates to a steadfast 
ride, one that’s complemented by one of 
the most comfortable saddles on the road 
today. The Criso magically bridges the gap 
between sportbike and relaxed cruiser. If 
unique character drives your two-wheel 
passion, the Criso delivers. In spades. 

Ducati’s Monster and 

Triumph’s Speed Triple served as inspiration 
for the Criso. While the sport-naked cat- 
egory has seen a steady influx of high-tech 
models from several manufacturers, the 
Criso offers a refreshing nod to tradition. 
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X SERVICE 


found no problems and reinstalled. 

The bike now idles great, but a low-end 
hesitation exists. I put a timing light 
on it and checked each plug wire and 
found an intermittent “flutter” in place 
of a steady pulse from the timing light. 
So before I start replacing $300 to $600 
worth of wires, coils, and the CDI unit 
as the local shops informed me to do, 

I was hoping you might have some 
insight. 

STEVE OROVEN 
NAMPA, ID 

A The ignition systems on these 
■ Hondas are very reliable. It is 
■ highly unlikely that the black 
box or pick-up has failed. First, with 
the bike idling, mist a little water on 
ah the high-tension components (from 
coils to plugs) then look and listen for 
arcing. When you do this, the darker 
your garage, the better. Pay particular 
attention to arcing through the spark 
plug cap that had the fouled plug. Next 
check for a plugged pilot jet. I suspect 


this is the problem, and it gets more 
common every day with modern fuel 
and older bikes. Varnish is tough to get 
out of the very tiny pilot jets. You also 
could have picked up a little dirt since 
the tune-up. Run a wee wire through 
the pilot jets. Some Hondas have two 
jets; be sure you get through both. Or, 
even better, replace them with new if 
you spot anything. Forget just spraying 
with carb cleaner; most won’t even 
touch ethanol deposits. 

HOT OIL 

Q I have a 2002 Triumph America 
B with an air-cooled 790CC engine. 
■ I live in a desert community 
that has grown over the years. Now 
every time I take it out in the summer 
I have six to eight traffic lights to 
encounter. I worry about overheating 
my engine under these conditions. I 
have considered installing a cooling fan 
on its factory oil cooler. I would control 
it by a temperature switch on the oil 
line coming out of the cylinder head 


before it enters the oil cooler. I would 
like to know your thoughts on this. I 
already have oil sump temperature and 
oil pressure gauges installed on this 
bike. I use the factory-recommended oil. 
I have seen oil temperatures around 220 
degrees Fahrenheit on really hot days at 
a long traffic light. 

JIM DESHON 
HESPERIA, CA 

A Did you used to own a Trident 
■ back in the day? If not, why 
■ the paranoia with oil temps? 

You bought one of the simplest, most 
stone-reliable bikes, so why do you 
compulsively worry about oil temps? Oil 
temps of up to 250 degrees Fahrenheit 
or so are no big deal on a modern bike, 
especially when running synthetic oil, 
as the Triumphs do. If you must tinker, 
yes, by all means put a fan on the oil 
cooler, but you would be better served by 
binning the oil pressure and temp gauges 
and going on a long ride instead. I’ve 
heard Utah is very pretty riding, mt 
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DIRT QDRME RUEE UMRTEH : 


DIRT QUAKE 




"If you’re daft enough to race it, 
we’re dumb enough to let you.” 

By Gary Inman 


irt Quake is 
nominally a 
British concept 
imported into 
the Pacific 
Northwest. The 
idea is to demys- 
tify dirt-track racing 
by opening it to all 
comers while promoting the sport 
at every level and to a crowd it’s not 
currently reaching. 

The keystone of the event is the 
mantra: “If you’re daft enough to race 
it, we’re dumb enough to let you.” The 
classes are aimed squarely at road- 
bikes. Racebikes and off-road bikes 
can compete at dozens of events, so 
they’re pretty much excluded. The 
classes include: Inappropriate Road 
Bike, Chopper, Street Tracker, Lady, 
and Kitchen Sink, the last for square 
pegs that can’t be hammered even 
into these slack class formats. Snow- 
mobile, you say? Come along. We’ll 
fit you in somewhere. 

This is the second Dirt Quake to 
be promoted by the flat-track freaks 
at Sideburn magazine (of which I am 
one) and the Portland, Oregon-based 
moto-polymaths, See See Motor- 
cycles. Both American Quakes have 
had Castle Rock’s AMA-sanctioned 
national track in Washington as 
their epicenter. For the 2015 edition, 
competitors traveled from New York, 
Denver, Los Angeles, and Canada 
and mixed with a healthy crowd. 

Saturday saw the local club, the 
Mount St. Helens MC, run its own 
flat-track program. Northwest 
hotshots, including Andrew Lulcer, 
Andy DiBrino, and national number 
11 Scott Baker, competed against club 
racers of all ages and most abilities. 

A class of street trackers was added 
for the strong field of race-prepped 
Harley Sportsters, Street 750s, and 
Triumph Bonnevilles that had come 
for the next day’s racing. Supported 


riders from custom builders Roland 
Sands, The Speed Merchant, British 
Customs, Suicide Machine Com- 
pany, and The Rusty Butcher battled 
on the 3/8-mile clay oval. 

As soon as the racing finished 
after 11 p.m., 1,000 Hop Valley beers 
were handed out for free, and a 
punk cover band struck up in the 
open-air pits, forcing Dead Kennedys 
and Plastic Bertrand through an 
underpowered amp and overworked 
speakers. A mosh pit formed. A 
pull-start minibike appeared in the 
middle, somehow doing laps without 
hitting the slam-dancing crowd. 
Then a racing Harley Sportster 
appeared, desperate to do a burnout 
despite not having a front brake. The 
crowd helped him out. 

When the band ran out of mate- 
rial, a local, whom everyone assumed 
was associated with the Mount St. 
Helens club (but had actually been 
disowned by them), rolled up in the 
water truck and started dousing 
down a minibike oval in the center 
of one of the campgrounds. The pit 
racing commenced after midnight. 

It morphed, seamlessly, into 450s 
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racing, then the Sportsters thundered up 
and promptly crashed out. A kicker ramp 
appeared, and dozens lied down to be 
jumped by a helmetless daredevil. Next— 
and I’m not making this up— a small 
pleasure cruiser boat magically material- 
ized in the middle of the campsite. 

When a Harley couldn’t tow it (and its 
10 onboard drunks), a Japanese pickup 
weighed in. Then things got really messy. 
Several stars of TV and movie franchise 
Jackass were in attendance, and even 
they were shaking their heads. It felt 
historical, in a very small way. Stuff was 
happening that was hilarious but should 
not be repeated. Misty-eyed old-timers 
compared it to wild 1970s Sturgis rallies. 
There was a feeling everyone just about 
got away with it. Blue flashing lights sig- 
naled bedtime for most. After all, it was 
race day when the sun came up. 

After a slow start, mercifully slow 
for many, practice and racing got under 
way around 1 p.m. For such a cuckoo col- 
lection of amateur racers, raw novices, 
have-a-go heroes, and terminally 



befuddled, the racing ran like clockwork. 
There were two practice sessions, one 
heat and a main for each class. The rac- 
ing was surprisingly fast. The Harley 
Invitational and Street Tracker mains 
saw 400-pound modified cruisers enter- 
ing corners on full lock and with their 
inside, high-mounted footpegs dragging. 
Of course, there were racers so slow 
they couldn’t catch a cold, but they were 
equally venerated. 

The racing was paused for a dose of 
half-time entertainment. Racers, specta- 
tors, and anyone was invited to take part 
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in a “style” contest, launching the 
wrong way over Castle Rock’s 
famous TT jump. And the crowd 
was invited to line the jump. It 
was like poking a bear with a 
stick. Hadn’t everyone pushed 
their luck enough? Clearly not. 
The winner was Mark Atkins, 

The Rusty Butcher, a social media 
sensation who jumps a Sportster 


like it was a supercross bike. 

His was the highest and longest 
jump. His throttle stuck open, he 
split the sunburned crowd, and 
he ended up with the paramedics. 
At least he won some $1,000 Fox 
shocks for his roadbike. 

Then it was time for the mains. 
In the Inappropriate Roadbike 
class, the leader slid off and was 
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WORLD-CLASS MOTORCYCLE 
RACING IN AMERICA 

The United States has produced some of the fastest riders in 
the world, MotoAmerica is going to bring you one of the most 
exciting sports on earth. 



Watch us Live! 

April 10-12 

Circuit of the Americas 

April 17-19 

Road Atlanta 

May 15- 17 

Virginia International Raceway 

May 29 - 31 

Road America 

June 12-14 

Barber Motorsports Park 

June 26 - 28 

Mier Motorsports Park 

Jufy 17-19 

Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca 

August 7 - 9 

Indianapolis Motor Speedway 

September 11 -13 

New Jersey Motorsports Park 

* Schedule Subject Co Change 


GET TICKETS ONUNE AT MQTOAMERICA.COM 


’ORjQfrUEo 


SCBS<ZPORTS 

NETWORK 


lATDTDfit: V-lTLjF 

UPEHSTORE! 




# honda SYAMAHA $ SUZUKI 


RHEE UIRTEH DIRT QURHE 



run over by a I<TM 1190 Adven- 
ture ridden by a man dressed as 
a chicken. The chicken stayed 
on; the faller limped away. Other 
stuff happened, and it didn’t stop 
for 24 hours. If it was not a naked 
man riding a bike the length of a 
Cadillac, it was one of the SoCal 
Sportster crew riding through 


town with a topless trophy girl 
sitting backward on the tank. 

No one really cares who won 
or lost. The majority of the racers 
experienced their first-ever 
motorcycle race as a competitor- 
something they’re not going to 
forget. We know for a fact that 
people who have lost their com- 


petition virginity at a Dirt Quake 
have gone on to buy real race- 
bikes and compete in flat track, 
bringing new blood into the 
sport. After all, every sport needs 
new people at the grassroots 
level, even if they come through 
a backdoor that they kicked in 
and tossed on a campfire. ETR 



On Sale at these Premier Retail Locations 



1525 Holiday Ln 

550 W. Rancho Vista Blvd 

CONNECTICUT 

846 North Military Trail 

LOUISIANA 

388 Tarrytown Rd 

OREGON 

1677 Gallatin Pike N 

WASHINGTON 


Fairfield 

Palmdale 

63 Tolland Turnpike 

W Palm Beach 

4855 So Sherwood 

White Plains 

8930 S.E. Stark St 

Madison 

1210 Auburn Way N 

ALABAMA 

707.426.5688 

661.273.6113 

Manchester 

561.697.2660 

Forest Blvd 

914.368.6974 

Portland 

615.612.6234 

Auburn 

8922 Memorial Pky SW 

1391 S. Lemon St 

2611 Bechelli Ln 

860.647.1022 

GEORGIA 

Baton Rouge 

NEVADA 

503.257.7047 

6343 Summer Ave 

253.876.9999 

Huntsville 

Fullerton 

Redding 

527 Boston Post Rd 

722 Collins Hill Rd 

225.293.5860 

344 S. Decatur Blvd 

180 Lancaster N.E. 

Memphis 

4210 196th St SW 

256.883.1691 

714.525.4205 

530.223.9007 

Orange 

Lawrenceville 

2926 Johnston St 

Las Vegas 

Salem 

901.371.9692 

Lynnwood 

1930 Edwards Lake Rd 

6920 Chestnut Street 

1326 El Camino Real 

203.891.0716 

678.225.0131 

Lafayette 

702.877.4327 

503.589.1515 

TEXAS 

425.640.3003 

Trussville 

Gilroy 

Redwood City 

DELAWARE 

11230 Alpharetta Hwy 

337.264.0352 

6280 S. Pecos Rd. 

3137 Gateway St 

10900 Gulf Fwy 

5727 East Sprague Ave 

205.655.5055 

408.847.1810 

650.365.1100 

1273 Quintilio Dr 

Roswell 

MARYLAND 

Las Vegas (E) 

Springfield 

Houston (A) 

Spokane 

ARIZONA 

22249 Mission Blvd 

5400 Date Ave 

Bear 

770.752.1820 

14219 Baltimore Ave 

702.435.0635 

541.747.1575 

713.941.3364 

509.535.4330 

1040 S. Country 

Hayward 

Sacramento 

302.832.7270 

2441 Cobb Pky 

Laurel 

NORTH CAROLINA 

PENNSYLVANIA 

9070 Research Blvd 

2501 S. 38th St 

Club Dr 

510.888.9100 

916.338.1649 

FLORIDA 

Smyrna 

301.490.3490 

544 N McPherson 

2229 Lehigh St 

Austin 

Tacoma 

Mesa 

15021 Goldenwest 

4240 Kearny Mesa Rd 

1808 W. International 

770.272.9873 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Church Rd 

Allentown 

512.302.0700 

253.475.5444 

480.969.5555 

St., Huntington Beach 

San Diego 

Speedway Blvd 

IDAHO 

345 Washington St 

Fayetteville 

610.791.9880 

1424-F Airport Fwy 

11505 NE Fourth Plain 

13220 N. Cave 

717.766.7031 

858.565.2500 

Daytona Beach 

3055 E. Fairview Ave. 

Suite 12 

910.860.8200 

4848 William Flynn Hwy 

Bedford 

Road 

Creek Rd 

23052 Lake Forest Dr 

1500 Harrison St 

386.257.0242 

Meridian 

Woburn 

3916 E Franklin Blvd 

Allison Park 

817.545.7939 

Vancouver 

Phoenix 

Laguna Hills 

San Francisco 

11702 Beach Blvd 

208.887.4942 

781.995.0834 

Gastonia 

724.444.4260 

3032 Alta Mere Dr 

360.253.8484 

602.971.1630 

949.581.7444 

415.487.2710 

Jacksonville 

ILLINOIS 

MISSOURI 

704.824.1820 

3462 Paxton St. 

Fort Worth 

WISCONSIN 

15643 N Reems Road 

2040 Pacific Coast Hwy 

1515 Parkmoor Ave 

904.564.9800 

6905 W 159th St 

10897 Saint Charles 

3407 High Point Rd 

Harrisburg 

817.696.9700 

19035 W. Bluemound Rd 

Surprise 

Lomita 

San Jose 

4834 N. University Dr. 

Tinley Park 

Rock Rd 

Greensboro 

717.773.4324 

10998 North Freeway 

Brookfield 

623.474.3335 

310.530.3500 

408.288.5051 

Lauderhill 

(708) 263-4648 

Bridgeton 

336.297.4250 

160 Baltimore Pike 

Houston (G) 

262.649.1999 

2 West Grant Rd 

1521 N. Carpenter Rd 

445 B Madonna Rd 

954.746.2172 

695 E. Golf Rd 

314.298.7222 

11328 ‘B’ East 

Springfield 

281.448.3700 

4104 E. Washington Ave. 

Tucson 

Modesto 

San Luis Obispo 

1765 NE 163rd St 

Schaumburg 

NEW JERSEY 

Independence Blvd 

610.328.9811 

2301 N. Central Expwy 

Madison 608.234.5153 

520.882.8111 

209.576.0201 

805.783.2660 

N. Miami Beach 

847.310.4800 

2052 Lincoln Hwy 

Matthews (Ch) 

RHODE ISLAND 

Plano 


ARKANSAS 

26755 Jefferson Ave 

630 Nordahl Rd 

305.944.1632 

INDIANA 

(Rte 27) 

704.846.0440 

1400 Bald Hill Rd 

214.473.8044 

Retailers 

1001 S University Ave 

Murrieta 

San Marcos 

5032 E. Colonial Dr 

(317) 913-9213 

Edison 

336 Tryon Rd 

Warwick 

9975 IH-10 West 

MINNESOTA 

Little Rock 

951.600.0097 

760.233.2299 

Orlando 

6024 East 82nd St. 

732.248.7737 

Raleigh 

401.262.5037 

San Antonio 

Bob’s Cycle Supply 

501.663.2250 

24510 Lyons Ave 

3011 Santa Rosa Ave 

321.299.9903 

Indianapolis 

2070 East ROUTE 

919.329.7858 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

210.558.8700 

65 West Viking Dr. 

CALIFORNIA 

Newhall 

Santa Rosa 

1540 Wells Rd 

KANSAS 

70, Cherry Hill 

OHIO 

817 St. Andrews Rd 

7204 Southwest Fwy 

St. Paul 

3915 Ming Ave 

661.255.6522 

707.522.1320 

Orange Park 

9128 Marshall Dr 

856.874.8766 

25102 Brookpark Rd. 

Columbia 

Houston (S) 

651.482.8181 

Bakersfield 

2381 Vineyard Ave 

14052 Park Ave 

904.269.3740 

Lenexa 

65 Route 17 South 

North Olmsted 

803.750.9294 

713.271.5201 

OHIO 

661.831.2026 

Oxnard 

Victorville 

7201 US Highway 19 N 

913.307.0420 

Hasbrouck Heights 

440.249.7591 

2017 Wade Hampton Blvd 

UTAH 

Karnes Sports Center 

21725 Vanowen St 

805.981.8881 

760.955.2555 

Pinellas Park 

3236 N Rock Rd #140 

201.257.5985 

OKLAHOMA 

Greenville 

78 E 11400 S 

8516 Cleveland 

Canoga Park 

5749 Pacheco Blvd 

2226 S Mooney Blvd 

727.521.6018 

Wichita 

NEW MEXICO 

2717 Northwest Exy 

864.322.6626 

Draper 

Ave. NW 

818.676.0003 

Pacheco 

Visalia 

1157 Rinehart Rd 

316.854.1097 

5000 Cutler Ave NE 

Oklahoma City 

4400 Dorchester Rd 

801.553.2150 

North Canton 

5577 Sepulveda Blvd. 

925.680.8018 

559.749.0 667 

Sanford 

Albuquerque 

405.842.0111 

N. Charleston 

VIRGINA 

330.499.4558 

Culver City 

4145 Century Blvd. 

COLORADO 

407.324.4820 

KENTUCKY 

215 S. Hurstbourne Pky 
Louisville 

502.426.9746 

505.830.4500 

6701 -A East 41st St 

843.974.6460 

1547 E Little Creek Rd 


310.574.7457 

4455 N. Blackstone Ave 
Fresno 

559.221.7600 

Pittsburg 

925.757.3903 

5755 Johnson Dr 
Pleasanton 

925.251.1110 

327 S. Weber St. 
Colorado Springs 
719.475.2437 

112 W. Fletcher Ave 
Tampa 

813.932.9300 

NEW YORK 

137 N. Broadway 
Hicksville 

516.806.5918 

Tulsa 

918.384.0608 

TENNESSEE 

268 North Peters Rd 
Knoxville 

865.560.5657 

Norfolk 

757.480.5680 

7000 Spring Garden Dr. 
Springfield 

703.940.0958 



For the latest listing of Premier Retail Locations go to http://www.cycleworld.com/featured-retailers 







CLOTHING 

■nfwi il*M hwU. I4«t iW|f(Miit du. Tti* vI(IhI ^ilpuii. 



BETTER FIT 
GUARANTEED 

Riders worldwide have 
appreciated Aerostich’s 
purposefully-tailored 
and highly functional 
equipment for over 30 
years. These advanced 
technology jackets, pants 
and suits nt better and 
wear longer. 

Gear as tools, detailed 
by hard experience in 
the most rh a Hanging 
conditions. More than 
thirty standard sixes 
arc stocked. Expert 
fittings, alterations and 
repair services are also 
available. 




Enjoy craftsmanship 
combining an expert 

f nmminrutp t to Hmp- 

hononed sewing quality, 
with advanced materials 
and innovative designs. 
Experience better xrcor. 


FREE CATALOG 


TOOO's of useful 
products for riders! 


oeroitich.com/CW 

B00.222.1994 



800 538 7035 www.Corbin.com 



GRAY 


www.blackandgray.com order/inio lire 800 724 2193 



MOROCCO TOUR 








MORE THAN 70 DESTINATIONS ALL AROUND THE WORLD! 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

*ww.edelwd«bifer.ctim 









Invisible 
under 
your Jeans 


Tour Secret 
| and Smart 
I Protection! 


When you wear 1 

these under your jeans, you'U 
fchave profound, comfort aMe 
M 4 cool protection, 

H| white ve t your ride. A 

Armor in knee/ shin, M 
\ Hugh, hips 4 tailboue m 


f J UtA$\ 4 ?rwrU 4 

Complete Leather Restoration & Repair For Over 65 Years 



* CRASH DAMAGE REPAIR 

■ 2IPFER REPLACEMENT & REPAIR 

* SECTION REPLACEMENT 

■ MX a MOTORCYCLE BOOT 
RESOLE AND REPAIR 


■ CUSTOM LASER 
ENGRAVING 4 CUTTING 

■ALTERATION 

■ CLEANING 
* DYEING 


1-800-823-1236 


www. a n t ho ny s lea t h etwo rks.com i n f o@a nt h o n y steal he rwo rks .com 



MONEY BACK GUARANTEE !! 


Available lor Cruiser Exhausts 2” - 4" diameter 



9 Series 

Compact Cycle Alarm 

The most powerful and compact 
motorcycle alarm on the market. 



KtNEKT f&i 

INTI RACT J ¥• JfwtLHV 

GEAR RING & fj .«-«* 

GEAR NECKLACE ~ 

p»ee $hipftn 6 i UFcnHc warranty 

kinektdesign.com l 888-600*8494 



HI-TEC DIGITAL TIRE GAUGE 


S-a.SO 


§ : 

o 

fn TO ORDER NOW 

> BOD B54--4B27 

I] 



STARTING AT 

SO-99 


TechFloor 

The Easy to Install Floor Tile 


Snaps Together! 

Many Colors Available 

GREAT FOR 

Garage • Workshop • Basement 
Laundry Room • Kid’s Play Room 
Workout Room • Mud Room 


6 TILE STYLES AVAILABLE 


www.T echFloor.com 
800-441-6287 


m^= WeatherTechT 


Gorilla Cycle Alarms... Protecting the world’s finest motorcycles for over 20 years. 

gorillacyclealarm.com 


Made in USA 


©2015 by MacNeil IP LLC 













LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFrei 0 ht.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


: one coupon pen 


coupon must be 


► PITTSBURGH 

1 lot 62476/96645 In 


US*EBftBALE 

30", 5 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 

LOT 95272 shown 
69397/61427 


Capacity 


iBiiiR'SWS!!i l-lw * 2 S 

1^20 TON SHOP PRESS FilTi / 




LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


prrrSBUPsif^^ 
MOTORCYCLE 
WHEEL CHOCK 

f LOT 69026 

60392 shown N 


LIMIT 4 - Good at i 
or coupon or prior | 
Non-transferable. 0 


our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day 


/original purchase with origir 

anted. Valid through 1/1/16. 




oupon or prior purchas 
-transferable. OriginaL 


Jj $|jpER 

ALUMINUM LOADING RAMP 

LOT 69595/60334/90018 shown 


15001b. 

Capacity 


1321DBOO 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 




jjfoSSeraW Originalcoupon 


QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES 


How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 
at the LOWEST Prices? 


We have invested millions of 
dollars in our own state-of-the-art 
quality test labs and millions more 
in our factories, so our tools will go 
toe-to-toe with the top professional 
brands. And we can sell them for 
a fraction of the price because we 
cut out the middle man and pass 
the savings on to you. It’s just that 
simple! Come visit one of our 
600 Stores Nationwide. 


LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
| 800-423-2567. 'Cannot be used with other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside Track Club 
membership, extended service plans or on any of the following: compressors, generators, tool 
r carts, welders, floor jacks, Towable Ride-On Trencher, Saw Mill (Item 6171 2/62366/671 38), 


WITH ANY PURCHASE 
PITTSBURGH 
1" X 25 FT. 

TAPE 
MEASURE 

LOT 69080 shown 


must be presented. Valid through 1/1/16. Limit one FREE GIF coupon per customer per day. 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiJiiiiiuiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiri 


PITTSBURGH 

1000 LB. CAPACITY 
MOTORCYCLE LIFT 

...» LOT 69904 
68892 sh.w„ 


$ 299 " 


4" MAGNETIC 
PARTS HOLDER 

PtTTSBUnGH^m 
LOT 62535 
SAVE 90566 shown 


IIII'IIIM 


REG. PRICE 

$699.99 


$199: 

REG. PRICE ! 

$5.99 • 


SAVE 


55 % 


LOT 95275 ,h™ 
60637/61615 


$3999 

111 iim 1111 111 im mi 


REG. PRICE 

$89.99 


* 114 t cmi : 


1 it 

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount | LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or priorjourchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. J or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 

. Limit one coupon per customer per day 

POWDER-FRlI NITRILE GLOVES 
HDRDY PACK OF 100 

MEDIUM 

• 5miL,hiCkneSS 68496/61363 

YOUR CHOICE! LARGE 

LOT 

68497/61360 

X-LARGE 

4 REG. PRICE $ 1 1 .99 LOT- 6 . 1 359 

Do49o shown 

iiiiiiiiidiniiiii ii mi uni in 


SAVE 

45 % 


131HB3UD 


LOT 32879/60603 ■ 

ME 
;i 45 

REG. PRICE $299.99 

ill iiiii niiiiinniiiiiiii 


$15499 


GENERATOR 

LOT 66619/60338 
62472/69381 shown 

$ 99 "« 

mi 111 1 1111 m 11 111 1111 11 in 

tufts 4a f 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

PITTSBURGH " 


RAPID PUMP® i 
3 TON HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL FLOOR JACK 

LOT 69227/62116/62584 
62590/68048 shown . Weighs 74 lbs 


$7999 


REG. PRICE 

$159.99 


iMtltuter 


LOT 60497/33684 m 
61899/62399 


SAVE ' £% 
40 % 


R^G. PRICE 


.99 


III IIIII ll:||'lllllllllllllllllllllll nil III 

1 :i J 7 1 .1 u ■ ■ 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day 


100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Over 25 Million Satisfied Customers 


No Hassle Return Policy 
Lifetime Warranty on ah Hand mms 


600 Stores Nationwide 
HarborFreight.com 800-423-2567 


HARBOR FREIGHT 










NIEW TECHNOLOGY 



50&2I02707 Ismail : bcjbE?raarken,com 

for More Models & |nfo visit wwwJkfirfcenjeum 


‘IhrottCemeister. com 

Cruise Control for Motorcycles 


- Elegant Design Made in USA from 
Stainless Steel 

- Replaces Original Bar Ends 

- Fits And Installs Easily On Most Bikes 

- Includes Matching Left Side Bar End 

- Dampens Bar Vibration 

- Optional Sizes And Finishes Available 


Contact Your Dealer or 
Visit our Web Site For More Information 

414-464-6060 



CC “ * 1 **'“ 



Yamaha Exhausts 


FZ1 ~FZ8~VMax~FJR~R6s 

$M£ & 

Hotimf PtRFORMANce Products 

Siwct mtyjl* »jiH ■EtaMd-saurM wynraman uw arty. 


WWW. H DIES HOT. COM (775)463-5394 


ATHENA PHEROMVNE 10v 

GETS YOU MORE AFFECTION from WOMEN 




Add the vial of 1/6 oz. to 2 - 4 oz. of your favorite cologne or 
aftershave; worn daily lasts 4 to 6 months. Or use straight. 
Athena 10X increases your sexual attractiveness to women. 
Contains human attractant pheromones. Works for most, but 
not all. Created by the scientist who codiscovered human sex 
attractant pheromones in 1986. 


RAISE the OCTANE of your AFTERSHAVE /. 


V Ralph (HI) “I tried Athena Pheromone lOx 
over a year ago and was truly astonished at 
how well it worked. I was attracting women of 
all ages. Even after I found a girlfriend, 
women just came up to me and asked what 
type of aftershave, or cologne I had on, and 


would give me their phone number, right in 
front of my girlfriend. I would like to tell all 
men, you will not believe it until you try it. And 
then you will be saying, ( Doc, you have a new 
customer, that’s definitely convinced that 
Athena 10X really works!’” 


Effective for 74% in two 8 week double blind studies published in peer review scientific 
journals. Athena Pheromone 10X for men: $99.50 for 6 month supply. 10:13 for women: 
$98.50. Cosmetics, not aphrodisiacs. FREE US SHIPPING. REJECT CHEAP IMITATIONS 


© 


Not in stores. Call: 610-827-2200 or order online at: 


www.athenainstitute.com 



Mail: Athena Institute, 1211 Braefield Rd., Chester Springs, PA 19425 



953 Tower Place, Santa Cruz, CA 95062 


LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED! 

Kawasaki $ SUZUKI 
# Honda YAMAHA 
reallyGheapmotorcycleparts.com 


<5 




crampbuster.com 1-800-735-5240 



Advertise your 
business or 
product here! 

Call 212-779*5507 Sor 
more information. 
















Lowest Prices from 
USA Pharmacies 

^ FDA-approved Genuine 
Brand Medications 

Telemedicine Physician Network 

^ Call 7 days per week 

v'Over S5Q H 000 Customers 
served since 1 998 


HABLAMOS E5FANDL 


VIAMEDIC^eT 

800 - 539-1925 

Visit Viamedic.com/CW 

for special offers 




Patented Neckmike 
headset combines throat 
microphone with stereo 
earbuds for communication, 
music and hearing 
protection. Works with 
or without a helmet! 


UMh/m % 


WWW.NECKMIKE.US • 15% OFF CODE CW14 


Gloves 


NEW GS-77 Moto-X Sport 


- ZmroO Faum Aa-sofiBs impacts a Vibrations 
* Isolates a Shields Nerves 
Haro Rubberized- 
Knuckle Armor 
TOUCH' 


Mak Grip 
Xero Pimshmf^t 


WWW.MOTQ.GBIIPSWELL.GOM 

Phone: { 714 ) 379-9413 



Whether you cruise or 
RIDE 145, our custom 
designed apparel can help 
you do it in style. 

made for riders 
by riders. We oiler the 
most unique and artistic 
motorcycle apparel designs 
ior you 

"Ride Hard Or Not At All" 

Irldel45.com 


VH-SPORT roJ 3 

sport motorcycle carrier f 

(chock/ hitch 5 oW lep.tratdy} 

Find a Deafer Near Yetr 
Toll Free: 888 818 9915 

www.versahaul.com 





Mmi' 1. 1 ^ 

888-909-8665 www.cruztools.com 


TRIUMPH NORTON BSA 
NEW - USED - REPO PARTS 
BEST VINTAGE STOCK IN THE USA 

KLEMPF S BRITISH PARTS 

COMPREHENSIVE website 
KLEMPFS.COM 507.374.SS2S 




'LIGHTER THAN A STEEL SPROCKET 


WWWSUPERSPRQXfCOM 

Call: (951) 637 -0895 


European patent *03792104 6 US patent #7,481,729 B2 


“GIVES YOU LONGER SYSTEM LIFE, WITHOUT 
COMPROMISING WEIGHT 1 

The ultimate weight reduction aluminum core, combined with 
hard steel teeth, giving you maximum sprocket durability and 
extended chain life. Available with RK or DID Chains. 

Exclusively from Supersprox, Lifetime guarantee with KIT 
purchase, conditions apply, see website 


HARDENED STEELTEETH LAST 
300H LONGER THAN ALUMINUM 









SLtPSTREHm 
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ALPINESTARS PROTECTS 
JORGE LORENZO 


ALPINESTARS.COM 



Charlotte Gulezian, Los Angeles, 
puts down the remote and picks up the pace 
on her 1975 Honda CB400F! 



RIDER PROTECTION 

PACKAGE 


NEW MOTORCYCLE 


REPLACEMENT 


GENUINE PARTS 

GUARANTEE 


SAVE to 50 


WITH DISCOUNTS 


LOCAL AGENT 
877-361-BIKE 
ALLSTATE.COM 


Allstate 

MOTORCYCLE 


Subject to terms, conditions, availability and qualifications. New Motorcycle Replacement is an optional coverage. Claims will be settled based on customer choice to obtain original 
equipment manufacturer parts for their bike make and model. Actual savings will vary and may depend on coverages selected. Allstate Indemnity Company, Allstate Property and 
Casualty Insurance Company, Northbrook, IL and Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company, Bridgewater, NJ. © 2014 Allstate Insurance Company 


People say riding a motorcycle is dangerous. But for those who can't imagine 
life without two wheels, NOT RIDING A MOTORCYCLE IS DANGEROUS. 
That's why Allstate offers protection with one purpose: to keep riders riding. 


